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Why Did They Die? 


“Lift high the torch of those who die,” they said; 
Our warriors slain, our choice men dead, 

Who in the muck of insane cruelty 

Went down to death “to banish tyranny’. 

They said, “We fight, that no more wars shall be!” 


We sang them praises, let them die, and now 

We place a gallant wreath upon the grave 

Of each brave boy who died our world to save; 

And, turning from them, say, “Have you heard how 
They’re building bigger fleets than e’er before 

The world has known? ’Tis said the next great war... 


” 


So deaf are we, we cannot hear the cry 
Of those dead boys! Oh why, then, did they die, 
If wars will ever be, and some men gain by them 


While mothers weep, and “pick of men” are slain by 
them? ... 


For love of justice, never, never more 
Heed the blind words, “We'll fight war to end war!” 


—A. W. B. Werner 


MEMBERS OF THE COMBINED CHOIRS, ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WOODSTOCK, VA. 


Rev. John B. Frantz, Pastor 


Front row (left to right)—Nora Hottel, Rebecca Lambert, Major Guy A. Benchoff (at the organ), 
Ambrose, Betty Jane Fravel, Geraldine Smoot, Wm. Golladay, Lillian Dalke, 


William 
Betty Benchoff. 


Second row—Jane Jennings, Margaret Hoffman, Elaine Hupp, Mrs. E. E. Golladay, Mary Bair Bowman, Mrs. 


Ray Krantz, Anna Catherine Hupp, Mrs. M. Ellis, Stella Rinker, Dorothy Hupp, Jane Golladay, 


Wayne Jennings. 


Third row—Catherine Bauserman, Mrs. Guy Benchoff, Ona Lutz, Mildred Saum, Arthur Brenneman, 


Dorris Ann Cherry, 


Roaslie 


Sheetz, Roy Lutz, Ruth Lambert, Vincent Leonhardt, Mrs. Carol Coverstone. 


Back row—Mrs. Boyd Ramey, Mrs. R. Lee Bargelt, Noah Lutz, Luther Bauserman, Benjamin Ambrosinni, C. 


C. Skyles, Mrs. John B. Frantz, Rev. John B. Frantz. 
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CHRISTIANITY AS A SOCIAL 
CREATIVE FORCE 


Shailer Mathews turns out books so fast 
that one appears before we have digested 
its predecessor. Creative Christianity 
(Cokesbury Press), the Cole Lectures for 
1934, “presupposes and supplements ‘Chris- 
tianity and Social Progress’.” (See our is- 
sue of Feb. 21.) In fact it repeats the 
earlier volume to some extent, but 
Mathews has the faculty of expressing the 
same truth in different language, so that 
the effect is cumulative. Indeed, his 
rhetoric itself is never mere window-dress- 
ing and is no inconsiderable factor in its 
pungent revealment of ideas. 

The author outlines with elarity the 
social areas in which Christians, rather 
than abstract conceptions, have made and 
ean make Christianity a creative force. 
As always, he follows the historical method; 
new situations are subjected to continu- 
ing principles. “The present moment” calls 
for “steadying and unifying moral mo- 
tives”. The weakness of the past has 
been that “organized Christianity has 
been more interested in preserving the 
past than in producing change. We have 
to thank individuals and minorities for 
extending the frontiers of our religion”. 
Through them “there has been an appre- 
ciable reshaping of attitudes and a keener 
sense of the relations of the individual 
Christian to the various groups of which 
he is a member”. “What we really want 
at the present time is to discover whether 
Christians can be induced to earry their 
faith into social situations.” ; 

Christianity is a religion. It is not just 
a philosophy. “Any organized religion is a 
form of social behavior.” The test of 
Christianity is in the efficieney with which 
its followers affect individuals, groups and 
social forces. 

In the strict sense of the word Chris- 
tianity is not creative. It is only Chris- 
tians who can be creative in giving mean- 
ing to the social processes in which they 
live. “Strictly speaking, Christianity has 
been a ferment in social changes rather 
than an initiator of such changes.” Its 
essence is its power to transform. We 
must admit that organized Christian 
bodies have failed at this point. “The 
charge of radicals that religion is a 
soporific used by capitalism in its own 
interest has enough basis of fact to de- 
mand caution in the use of the conserva- 
tive power of Christianity.” “The very 
essence of Christianity .... is its power 
to transform”, both the individual and 
group. While “a Christfan social order can 
be built only by Christians”, “the very 


An Act 


The celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
should be a dedication of our life to Christ 
and a challenge to engage with Him in 
the cause of building the Kingdom of God 
on earth even as it is in heaven. 

When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Sup- 
per He was facing the final decision to 
finish His Mission though it meant death, 
death on the Cross. That night would find 
Him out under-the olive trees in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane. Then He must needs 
accept the challenge to give Himself un- 
waveringly and under all circumstances 
to the Will and Way of God. “Not My 
will, but Thy will,” was the decision to 
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structure of our social life demands that 
social forees and social action should be 
brought under moral control”, .... yet 
within communities in whieh orthodox 
evangelicals are supreme, we find political 
corruption unafraid and social evils indif- 
ferent to Churches”. Christianity is thus 
creative only “as it fertilizes social pro- 
eess by Christian thought and behavior”. 
In the chapter on “The Creative Mes- 
sage”, we are told that “so long as human 
nature is as it is, religious progress waits 
upon moral diseontent”. Man’s “Social 
relations needs to be evangelized”. Our 
controversies are no longer between phil- 
osophies of Christianity, but “between re- 
ligion and atheism, religious liberty and a 
totalitarian state” (the reviewer presented 
concrete examples of this in his recent 
studies of Germany and Mexico) “between 
individualism and communism’. I am not 
sure that Prof. Mathews is quite happy 
in this last contrast, in the usually ac- 
cepted meaning of “individualism”. 
Treating of the Church as “The Creative 
Organization”, we are reminded that “an 
organized religion is liable to become an 
end in itself”, concerned with the preserva- 
tion of its own solidarity. The Church is 
“one group of the many that constitute a 
social order”. As one result of not recog- 
nizing other groups, “the Churches are 
leaking at the top... . and intellectual 
leadership is passing to those who would 
conserve the moral values of Christianity 
without joining any Church”. Creative 
religious thinking is coming from science 
rather than theology. On this our author 
utters some searching criticism and warn- 
ing, as to our divisiveness. What the 
Church can do is to influence other social 
groups; it is “a social ferment”, both at 
home and in the Foreign Mission field. 
The missionary movement is “vastly more 


- than proselytism”. Christianity “has evok- 


ed new life in other religions”. 

Now this does not mean that the Church 
people should attempt to control the soeial 
and political forces. We must not seek to 
establish a “totalitarian Church”. (I found 
this to be a chief cause for the troubles 
of the Catholic Church in Mexico.) The 
Church must direct by its ideals. Chris- 
tianity is a creative force in culture, not 
by ecoereing but by inspiring. Its oppor- 
tunity here is “full of hope”. But it must 
adopt and adapt itself to cultural move- 
ments, scientific and educational and to 
“psychological findings”. 

The constant note of the volume is that 
“Christians are more important than ab- 
stract Christianity” in a changing world. 
The author gives many illuminating ex- 
amples as conerete illustrations of this 


problem of changing social conditions. 
His treatment of the problem of national- 
ism is especially striking. “Nothing is 
more futile than denunciation of national- 
ism”. Christianity “must moralize na- 
tionalism” and interracial relations. 

The author sums up his subject with 
his characteristic comprehensiveness. 
Christians and Churches have a wide range 
of creative influence, but they must “live 
intelligently and helpfully in a changing 
world”. Prayer is not a substitute for 
duty. “The claims of a religious faith to 
save men from post-mortem conditions will 
be judged by the ability of its proponents 
to save men from present evils.” 

Just before writing this review I read 
some precepts uttered by Cardinal O’Con- 
nell. He declared that we must not arouse 
discontent. I recommend to the Cardinal 
these closing words of Shailer Mathews: 
“A ereative Church will arouse moral dis- 
content with a social order that ignores 
justice, will make clear the need of indi- 
vidual and social repentance, and by its 
teaching and practices impregnate social 
processes with the faith that love is a 
practicable basis for human relations be- 
cause God is love.” As I recall the days 
when Mathews was a pioneer (and his 
message of that time, while in substance 
it was that of this volume). I rejoice that 
my old friend and associate has gone on 
“from grace to grace” through his 70 
years of service in “a changing world”, 
his own creativeness contributing so am- 
ply to “creative Christianity”. 


—Charles S. Macfarland 


Other Books This Week from England 


Morning and Evening, by J. D. Jones 
(Harpers). Both devotional and practical, 
these sermons by a great English preacher 
have unusual homiletic value. 

The Fact of the Christian Church, by P. 
Carnegie Simpson of Cambwidge Uniy. 
(Revell). A worthy sequel to the author’s 
deeply reaching “The Fact of Christ”. 

Some Studies in the Old Testament, by 
H. F. B. Mackay. Sermons which have 
many of the values of commentaries and 
much more as guides to preachers. 

God Among the Germans, by Paul F. 
Douglass (University of Pennsylvania 
Press). A study of the religious situation, 
giving not only the history of the current 
conflict, but also analyzing and interpret- 
ing its causes. While fairly objective, the 
author’s explanations often appear to in- 
dicate some sympathy with practices which 
are far from being in accord with the 
Christian gospel. A highly informative 
volume on the subject. —C. S. M. 


of Dedication—A Challenge 


H. L. STREIcH 


make, The “Cup” must be drunk. The 
shadow of the cross lay in the Garden. 
The sacrifice would have to be made to 
succeed. The “Lamb of God” must be 
slain to “take away the sins of the world.” 

Facing the Garden and the Cross, the 
final decision to be made, Jesus said, “With 
great desire have I desired to eat the 
Passover with you.” He had been true, 
faithful up to now, and faithful He would 
be even to death, the death on the Cross. 
Taking the bread and the cup He says, 
“Take eat, take drink, broken and shed 
for you; a new covenant in My blood.” 
With His own blood, as it were, He would 


dedicate Himself again to the cause of 
God, the salvation of men, and the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom of Love, forgive- 
ness, peace, service and sacrifice on earth. 
To Jesus the Lord’s Supper was thus a 
rededication or a final dedication to serve 
God and humanity at any cost. No less 
should the celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per mean to us. Not only a commemora- 


tion, an act of grace, a communion of — 
saints, but a dedication or rededication of © 
our lives to Him and the Kingdom of God. 

In the Lord’s Supper Christ offers us the © 


challenge to follow Him,—all the way 
(Continued on Page 20) 7 
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LIFE’S TRAGEDY 


(The first of two devotional addresses before the Eastern 
Synod at Williamsport, Pa., by the Rev. Frep D. 
WENTZEL. ) 

Life is aspiration and hope. It soars upward on wings 
like a lark. It spreads its arms like a little child, to hold 
the fulness of the sunshine of the world. “Every clod feels 
a stir of might, an instinct within it that reaches and towers, 
and, grasping blindly above it for light, climbs to a soul in 
grass‘and flowers.” 

But the world is tragic. It bruises life. It warps life. 
It crushes life. It destroys life. Into the white light of my 
automobile lamps runs a playful rabbit. The glare of the 
lamps startles it, freezes its muscles, and before I can turn 
the steering gear, a living animal becomes a dead thing. 
The rabbit that might leap gayly in a flowered meadow lies 
dreadfully still upon a hard road. Other machines follow 
mine. Over him, over him, over him run the ruthless, 
reckless, unwearied wheels. 

A black willow grows for a generation, spreads its green 
boughs over the kind earth and the laughing water. Then 
comes the storm, loud, strong and merciless, tearing the 
willow up by its roots, breaking it into pieces. The tree 
that might “‘lift its leafy arms to pray”, is prostrated with 
branches flung wide and grotesque in death, and over it 
the night sings her solemn requiem. 

In us, too, life is aspiration and hope. We dream great 
dreams. We make long plans. We seek new knowledge as 
the years come and go. We desire new friendships. We see 
far visions for ourselves, for those whom we love, for the 
society that gave us birth. But the world is tragic. High 
school children go on a quest for truth and late at night 
return to their homes in a bus. The rain is falling. Winds 
are blowing. Darkness hides the fields and the road. A 
swift train cuts the bus in two, hurtles human forms 
through the air, scatters the bodies of fourteen boys and 
girls over the bloody track. 

Some of the tragedy of life is not in the world, but in 
ourselves and in the communities we build together. There 
is beauty in the world, beauty enough to awe and to gladden 
the soul of every man. But their number is legion who, to 
use the words of Robert Norwood in “Bill Boram”, 


ce 


. never trembled on a garden walk 
At moonlit flowers when the night is still. 
Earth-bound and blind, they never turned to see 
What magic tapers burn above the grass 
Among wild roses near the tracery 
Of grey snake fences. Gleams within a glass 
Their world was.” 


There is fellowship in the world, enough to expand the 
life of a man to grand proportions. But perhaps our 
limited experience has made us timid. Perhaps wealth has 
made.us proud. Perhaps race has made us contemptuous. 
Perhaps nationality has made us blind. Perhaps our fears 
have made us insane. Therefore we hide ourselves from 
our own flesh, are content with clans and cliques and de- 
nominations and parties. So the expansive, exciting fellow- 
ship that might be ours shrivels into petty and partial living 
that bears all the marks of tragedy. 

There is wealth in the world, wealth enough to clothe 
every body, to feed every mouth, to house every family, to 
open the doors of a liberal culture to every living soul. But 
uncounted thousands of young men and women roam over 
the country, homeless and purposeless, because for these 
brothers and sisters of the Child of Bethlehem the modern 
community can find no room. The doors of 10,000 schools 
are locked by reason of a short-sighted, materialistic econ- 
omy, while 100,000 teachers vainly petition for jobs. Ona 
farm near Reading lives an old widow. For some forty 
years she has poured out her life in the struggle to own 
the farm upon which she and her husband reared eleven 
children. On June 7, the sheriff is to sell her home because 
the mortgagee needs his money and the overflowing banks 
and the over-rich individuals whom she knows are too fear- 
ful and worldly-wise to risk giving her a loan. In Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, night after night, two children clothed in 
patched rags come to the back door of Howard Kester, 
friend of the poor and prophet of God, and hold out their 
carefully washed burlap bag to receive the garbage that is 
their daily food. 

“T want to sing lyrics, lyrics, 
Mad as a brook in spring ; 
I want to shout the music 
Of flushed adventuring. 
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But how can I sing lyrics, 
I, who have seen today 

The stoop of factory women 
And children kept from play? 


And on an open hilltop, 

Where the cloak of the sky is wide, 
Have seen a tree of terror 

Where a black man died? 


I want to sing lyrics, lyrics, 
3ut these have hushed my song; 

I am mute at the world’s great sadness, 
And stark at the world’s great wrong.” 


There is vision and intelligence and power in the world, 
enough to create the new Jerusalem even in our own day. 
But of all the tragic aspects of human life, none has written 
into the history of the world more suffering and pathos 
than the stubborn resistance to change. Our personal habits 
trick us and betray us, but we walk in them as a man walks 
in old, familiar paths, and they are dear to us though they 
slay us. Our community habits, the relationships and the 
institutions wrought by the history of the race and by our 
own dealings with our brethren, governments, economic 
systems, social orders, all come sooner or later to imprison 
us. The bird sees the bars of his cage, and now and again 
flings his little body wildly against them in the urge to be 
free. We live in cages that we do not see, in cages that 
by a sort of historic magic become smaller and smaller, 
hampering our movements, confining our plans, slowly 
crushing us to death. Hence come depressions, panics, 
revolts, famines, breadlines, strikes and wars. These are 
the recurring tragedies of civilizations old and new, the 
price we pay for blindly resisting the poet, the prophet and 
the statesman, the inescapable punishment for fighting 
against the divine Builder of the Commonwealth of Man. 


We whose hearts belong to the Church of Jesus Christ 
need often remind ourselves that the remaking of human 
nature and the rebuilding of: social structures are not the 
business of easy optimists, but mean suffering and tragedy. 
More than we know, we are ourselves imprisoned in the 
same cages of tradition and custom that hold those whom 
we would save. To discipline our spirits by prayer and by 
strenuous thinking so that we may see the bars, to bring 
our blindness to the clear-seeing Christ, to loose our hands 
from ancient habits and our lives from ancient institutions, 
these are tasks for brave and humble men. 


When we begin to open the eyes of others to the reality 
of their imprisonment we must expect to be regarded as 
fools, visionaries, and radicals. No man who thinks him- 
self free welcomes the knowledge that he moves about in a 
cage. This is life’s deepest and most awful tragedy, that 
when Socrates comes, we poison him; when Huss comes, 
we burn him; when Kagawa comes, we jail him; when 
Christ comes, we cry, “Crucify Him”. Not far out at the 
periphery of life, but deep at the heart of life, there is a 
Cross. 


Prayer: 


“God of all power and Ruler of all worlds, 
Save us, we pray Thee, from empty sentiment, 
From the impulse to cover naked facts 
With a false clothing of affectation. 


Make of us men fitted to encounter unflinchingly the grim 
facts of life and death 

In all their cruelty and in all their glory,— 

Men fitted to feel the bitter meaning of these facts, 

Yet to perceive also the stern beauty behind them. 


Give us a resolution to know the truth at any cost, 

And, having known it, to transform it into another truth, 
another realm of reality, 

In which Thy will shall reign; that so cruel facts may be 
seen to be merciful facts, 

And this harsh world become Thy kingdom of heaven.” 


CHURCH 


, 


MESSENGER JuNnE 6, 1935 


WHO ARE THE GOATS IN MATT. 25? 


On what principle does Jesus here separate the sheep 
and the goats? Is it true, as is sometimes held, that Jesus 
demands works only, and does not take account of creed or 
doctrine? If He does mean this, He contradicts the whole 
Old and New Testament. Jesus is here sitting on His 
throne at the end of the world, and is not pleading with 
men to accept Him, but judging them by the way they 
lived what they professed. The scene is the end of the 
world. All the nations, or peoples, shall have been evangel- 
ized (Matt. 24:14). 

“This gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world for a testimony unto all the nations.” These 
on the left are not those who knew not the Christ. “They 
shall also answer, saying, ‘Lord, when saw we Thee hun- 
gry?’”’ They claim they would have served Him if they 
had known Him to be in need. The fact is that they had 
a nominal acquaintance only with Him. They needed a 
deeper knowledge of Jesus, such as those had who were 
on His right. In Matt. 7:21 Jesus says, “Not every one 
that says unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father who 
is in heaven.’ Surely mere doing without doctrine, or 
creed, is not meant; for who can do God’s will without 
being taught it? Not works without creed and doctrine, 
nor doctrine without works. Not faith without works, nor 
works without faith (James 2: 14-26). Real thought and 
feeling necessarily come forth in action and life; if not, 
they are dead, they are sham. (James 2:20-26; I John 
3:18; Luke 6:47). 

That Jesus here speaks of works and not of creed or 
theology is only in harmony with the occasion. We have 
here a judgment scene. The aim is to reveal the real char- 
acter of those before the Judge. This can only be shown 
by the fruits. This is the only way a tree can be known. 
(Mt. 7:15-23; Luke 6:42-47). In Amos 3 and 4 con- 
demnation rests on their works first, and secondly on their 
religion; that is, their works were the fruit of their false 
religion (3:14). 

The goats, therefore, are the nominal Church members, 
who “have a name that they live but are dead.” (Rev. 3:1). 


—GEORGE STIBITZ. 
ok > *K 


NECESSARY “NEXT STEPS” . 


Recent events have served to emphasize the fact that if — 
any continued improvement in the quality of Motion Pic- 
tures is really wanted by our Christian people, we simply 
dare not “grow weary in well-doing”’, but must exercise 
everlasting vigilance. It is generally agreed that there has 
been something of a clean-up for the time being; at least, 
some pictures that are much more worth while have been 
coming from the studios. Though duly appreciative of a 
what has been done by the industry itself in meeting the ‘ 
demand for better pictures, not one of us can feel that ee, 
permanent improvement is assured, and moral pressure 
must certainly be continued, or the last state will be worse 
than the first. i Et 

At a recent meeting of the Federal Council’s Committee _ 
on Motion Pictures, of which the Editor of the MESSENGER 
is a member, the following program of ‘next steps’ was — 
agreed upon: 1. The Committee recommends that the 
Churches continue support of the Pettengill Bill for aboli- 
tion of enforced block-booking and blind selling of motion 
pictures. This bill is still in committee; an announcement — ie 
will be made when communications in support of it should 
be sent in. 2. The Committee advises denominational 
authorities, Church Boards and pastors to begin the crea 
tion of Motion Picture Committees in local Churches al 
to relate such Committees to community Better Film Cot 
cils, where such Councils are properly organized. Th 
Committes are needed to organize study groups of pare 
and young people, to get film reviews to Church mem 
and to investigate the use of religious pictures 
Church. 3. The International Council of Religious E 
tion has been asked to prepare an introductory study 
on the motion picture for use among Sige of 
young people and adult Bible classes. (A f ow 
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courses can be recommended: How Shall We Choose 
Movies?, prepared by Mrs. Pollard for the Methodist 
Board of Education; How to Appreciate Motion Pictures, 
by Professor Dale; and An Interim Introductory Course, 
by Dr. Worth M. Tippy, based upon his booklet, How to 
Select and Judge Motion Pictures.) 4. Our pastors and 
Churches are asked to take an active interest in Better 
Films Councils and to assume the initiative in their organ- 
ization in communities where they are needed. These Coun- 
cils should be independent of the motion picture industry, 
and should be composed of officially appointed representa- 
tives of the character-building agencies of the community. 
Their main tasks are to confer with theater managers on 
their programs, to educate public taste, to get photoplay 
reviews to the people of the community and to secure the 
showing of the more important pictures, domestic and for- 
eign, in local theaters. 

All who realize the tremendous influence of the moving 
pictures upon the mass mind, and especially upon our youth, 
changing for so many persons their very philosophy of life, 
cannot over-estimate the importance of the activities of the 
right kind of people in the task of furthering these “next 
steps’. 
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AGREEMENT IN THE SPIRIT 


One rarely finds in a daily newspaper a more balanced 
and understanding interpretation of a religious situation 
than is to be found in the editorial on “Church Unity’, 
published in the Williamsport (Pa.) Sun during the recent 
meeting of our Eastern Synod in that city. It is printed 
on page 23 in this issue of the MESSENGER. This impression 
made upon an intelligent representative of a secular journal 
is a genuine mark of appreciation of the adventure of faith 
upon which we have entered. Who knows, perhaps it may 
become even a greater blessing to Protestantism than we 
thought possible in our fondest dreams! Very much de- 
pends on our ability to meet its challenge. 
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GUIDANCE 


In what sense and in what degree are we to believe that 
our Heavenly Father, if we look to Him in faith and prayer, 
will direct the details of our conduct? Have we the right 
to expect, for example, that God will tell us that it is His 
will that we should catch a certain train, write a certain 
letter, or make a certain journey to see a certain man? 
This is the theory of the Oxford Group Movement with 
reference to guidance, and it is an essential part of their 
technique. 

The Rev. John Bevan replies in the London Christian 
World that “one should feel almost terrified to claim that 
God gives express guidance for particular action”. His 
explanation of this problem is so excellent that we pass it 
on for the benefit of our readers: “In what does Divine 
revelation actually consist?” he asks. His answer is: “God 
is personal, and His revelation is therefore of Himself, 
not of any truth about Him. Through the contact of our 
soul with the holy, loving God we get enlightenment and 


' reinforcement; by responding to Him, we submit to Him 


and the demands He makes upon us for loving and unself- 
ish life and worshipful and obedient spiritual communion. 
By such sympathetic communion we come to know God and 
to know what manner of creatures we ought to be. The 
rest is our concern, for God comes no further. Turning, 
as it were, from Him, with the knowledge of Him that we 
have gained from the hour of prayer or meditation, we 
then have the critical task of trying to transmute such 
knowledge into decisions about writing letters, giving dona- 
tions, catching trains, and to do it all in harmony with what 
we know of God. There’s the rub, for it is when we try 
to make the revelation we have had of God express itself 
through the medium of things like events, actions, words 
or letters, that we realize how distorting the medium can 
be. The margin of error is not on the side of God’s revela- 
tion of Himself to us, but on the side of our apprehending 
such revelation and applying it to our duties and actions. 
“Our knowledge of God is a blessed treasure, but is 
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treasure that we have in very earthen vessels. Fresh from 
our prayers, we may feel guided to do a certain action, 
but it may be a mistaken thing to do. God’s guidance is 
not to be sought for in definite injunctions for single acts, 
but i the gradual cleansing of the moral insight, in the 


cumulative strengthening of the will and the correcting of 
the conscience, which follow upon the soul’s loving contact 
with God. By this the matured spiritual experience becomes 
sanctified common sense, and the more devout and conse- 
crated the Christian becomes, the nearer does he come to 
having the ‘right judgment in all things’, and to becoming 
the guide of his own acts and deeds.” 

Does not this appeal to you as an explanation satisfying 
at once to your heart and your mind? 
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A PROMISING PROPOSAL 


We are greatly interested in the proposal submitted to 
the United States Senate by Senator Millard E. Tydings 
of Maryland, regarding the convening of an international 
conference for the liquidation of the war debts and for a 
five-year holiday in the building of armaments. As the 
time is short, if any action is to be taken by the Senate 
before its adjournment, we urge all who feel favorably 
disposed toward this very promising proposal to send in a 
word of approval to Senator Tydings. As long as nothing 
is done to settle the war debts controversy, it will be with 
us as an open sore to harass and irritate many people on 
both sides of the ocean—a situation particularly dangerous 
in these times of nervous tension. 

And surely Christian people should not need to be urged 
to see the value of a holiday in the matter of armament 
building. If we would be able to secure a five-year holiday, 
there is a good chance that it might be indefinitely pro- 
longed. In five years a proper use of Christian education 
and plain horse sense might convince the great majority of 
our people of the folly of the present program of prepared- 
ness which is bound to lead straight to conflict if it is not 
checked. Indeed, this proposal of Senator Tydings seems 
to us like an inspiration which should command the whole- 
hearted approval of right-minded citizens everywhere. 
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THE ARMY MIND 


The Christian-Evangelist tells how a former army chap- 
lain was explaining to a Methodist Conference what his 
function was during the war. In the course of his remarks 
he said that his little talks, just before the men went over 
the top, made them feel that “they had made their peace 
with God”. A minister cried out from the floor, “Was that 
when they were going over the top to kill?” The speaker 
instantly retorted, ““You wouldn’t dare ask such a question 
in the army.” 

“Just so,” comments the Christian-Evangelist, “in the 
army you would not dare.” “Their’s not to reason why...” 
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THEY OUGHT TO KNOW 


The other day a friend told us he was getting tired of 
being warned by preachers that drunken drivers of automo- 
biles are an increasing danger to life and limb in this 
country. He said that he doubted whether they were doing 
as much damage as claimed; at any rate, the preachers 
seemed to be about the only folks who were calling atten- 
tion to it. 

This friend thus gave a striking illustration of thought- 
lessness. If such as he are open to conviction, they ought 
to be interested in the big advertisement placed in the lead- 
ing newspapers of the country by Seagram’s, one of the 
leading firms of distillers in America. Although we do 
not usually advise folks to read the advertisements of those 
in the liquor business, we think it is worth repeating the 
following warning, which comes from these distillers. They 
ought to know. Here is a part of the “ad’’, for which they 
are Willing to pay, but which we re-print without charge: 
“DRINKING AND DRIVING DO NOT MIX. Liquor has no place 
in the front seat of an automobile . . . alcohol and gasoline 
do not mix. These statements may seem to work directly 
against our self-interest. But actually they do not. It is 
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very much to our self-interest to see that the privilege of 
drinking is not abused. Even more important—as one of 
America’s leading distillers we have a definite social re- 


sponsibility, We must recognize and fulfil this responsi- 
bility in all its implications. Neither whiskey nor any other 
alcoholic liquor has any place at the wheel of an automobile. 
This conviction must be shared by everyone who reads the 
newspapers ... by every thinking person who drives a car 
... by thoughtful people everywhere. Therefore, we invite 
you to join us in the crusade for safer, saner driving. We 
invite you to co-operate with the police and highway de- 
partments of the nation.” 

Users of alcohol, when warning comes from such a 
source, you'd better stop, look and listen! 

oe oe Jae 


THERE’S A DIFFERENCE 


We are 100% in favor of Anglo-American friendship 
and believe that the future welfare of mankind is largely 
wrapped up in this problem of promoting good will between 
the English-speaking peoples. However, it is both necessary 
and wise to recognize in advance that, fine as both are, the 
people of England and of the United States have somewhat 
different points of view. 

Dr. H. R. Mackintosh is said to be the author of the 
following clever statement of the difference between the 
two: ‘Whenever an Englishman and an American get 
together,” he said, “you will know within five minutes 
that each thinks his own is the greatest country in the 
world. The American will tell you so. The Englishman 
will assume that you know it already without being told.” 
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THE THIN SURFACE 


One of the world’s leading statesmen, Mr. Stanley Bald- 
win, in a recent address spoke words of truth and sober- 
ness that may well give us pause. “I little thought in those 
days before the war,” said Mr. Baldwin, “that we should 
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live to see ministers of the Gospel—and I use the word in 
its widest sense—suffering for their belief, in countries 
that we had believed to be civilized. I wish to say no more 
about that, but I do not want you to lose sight of certain 
anti-Christian movements in Europe at the present moment, 
and to resolve firmly that, in this country at least, there 
shall not be one inch of ground that shall ever be ceded to 
those who fight the battle against whatever we may mean 
by religion. It has taken countless centuries, centuries in 
which men and women far better than most of us have 
given their lives, and countless centuries of struggle with 
blood and with tears, even to bring about the civilization 
which we, in this country, enjoy today. We have seen that 
civilization rocking as the result of the World War. Many 
of us realized at that time how thin the surface was, as it 
were, upon which we had built that civilization above the 
depths of chaos and anarchy below. We know that another 
war on the scale of the last would be the death of our civil- 
ization as we know it.” 


Yes, it is true that the surface of civilization is so thin 
that it should fill every Christian heart with genuine solici- 
tude and should fortify our resolves to “seek peace and 
pursue it”. This generation will be an utter failure if we 
do not find some way of preventing that “next war” which 
our greatest souls prophesy would be the cemetery of civil- 
ization. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, in her contribution 
to ‘““‘Why Wars Must Cease” (Macmillan) declares: “If 
we do not find another way to settle our disputes and solve 
the problems of our generation, we will probably find our 
civilization disappearing also; but that will not happen 
because we are unable to fight, but because we do not find 
a substitute for war.” 

What an infinite pity, therefore, that even some Chris- 
tian ministers seemed to find in Memorial Day nothing 
better than an opportunity to glorify war and to justify 
the sort of military preparedness which has always led to 
war! 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Our Debater Can’t Get a Date 


We have one preacher in our town who 
wants to debate. But nobody cares to 
take him on, and so he holds debates 
with absentee opponents, all of whose 
arguments he knocks on the head with the 
greatest of ease. 

Probably some of our other religious 
leaders would oblige him, if he were not 
so particular in his choice of subjects for 
debate. 

He has no interest in the themes which 
get so much publie notice nowadays. He 


one purpose. They are meant “to make 
the cheap seem choice.” 

And I’ve been thinking of these stores 
and shops as being somewhat like today’s 
merchants of queer ideas. 

There are not many great basic ideas 
in the world, and they are well known. 
It is several thousand years too late for 
anybody to get excited over their novelty. 

The peddlers of this and that supposed- 
ly new idea who are doing the most ad- 
vertising today are using a lot of words 
as confusing to me as is the cheap ad- 
vertisers’ jargon. 


wants to debate on baptism, or the one 
true Church, or the origin of evil, or the 
existence of a personal devil, or the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. 

I’ve done my best to get up a public 
discussion for him. I even suggested to 
my pastor that he give the disputatious 
brother a whirl. But there’s nothing do- 
ing. 

The good man under whose ministra- 
tions I sit will have no part of this 
brother. He asks what’s the use, not only 
because the debate would end with each 
debater more than ever sure he was right, 
but because it wouldn’t matter which one 
was right. 

What we need in these times, my pas- 
tor thinks, is not debate, but consultation; 
not heat, but light; not controversy, but 
understanding. He would postpone all 
talk which could not help the talkers to 
be of more use in getting us out of the 
mess we are in. 


I think he’s right. Today’s orthodoxy 
has to be something that works. The most 
rigidly orthodox man I know got himself 
into much trouble last winter because he 
let some designing people make a tool of 


him, and they used his reputation as a 
cover for their own dirty work. 

Anyway, our debating preacher is still 
shadow-boxing in his own pulpit. The 
other ministers are too busy with real 
work to give him any of their time. 


Looking Behind the Labels 


Are you wise about trade terms? Do 
you know the difference in an “ad”, be- 
tween “wool” and “wooly”? Does “all- 
wool” mean the same to you as “virgin 
wool’? 

What meaning does “hand-made” con- 
vey to you? What do you think of when 
an article is described as “waterproof”, 
“fadeless’, “stainless”, “unshrinkable’’? 

What idea comes to your mind when 
you read that this article is being sold 
“below cost”, that another has been 
“marked down”, and a third offered ‘at a 
“drastie reduction’? 

If you’re like I am, these words must 
confuse you greatly. They must mean to 
the seller something entirely different 
from what you try to guess they mean. 
And that’s the intention! - 

In much of today’s advertising, all the 
varieties of devivus description have only 


They’d make you believe, if they could, 
that cotton ideas are silk, or, anyway, 
rayon, They act as if brass were as good 
as gold, and brown paper as durable as 
leather. 

There’s one store in our town that I 
have decided to keep away from. It sells, 
I doubt not, some good stuff. But every 
day in the town paper it yells its adver- 
tising head off, shouting most of those 
words that confuse me. 

And, because I know from sad experi- 
ence that at least a large part of this 
shouting is for one purpose only, to make 
cheap things seem choice, I take no 
chances with any of it. 


There are other stores. I know their 
owners and managers. They will not lie 
to me. My safeguard is in them, and not 
in their claims. 


You won’t be surprised when I say that 
this is my rule about the sellers of novel 
religious and social ideas, also. When I 
find one who tries to make cheap religion __ 
and cheap patriotism seem true, he gets 
no more of my backing. 4 y 

For, it is with religion as with patriot- 
ism; the true is never cheap, and the 
cheap is never true. . 
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The Fish Couldn’t Be So Big 


This is the season for spring fish stories. 
I don’t know much about the gentle art 
of angling, but I know that ardent anglers 
have good imaginations. 

So I enjoyed this fish story, just heard 
—it may be as old as Izaak Walton, for 
all I know. 

A man who was slightly under the in- 
fluence of a newly-legal beverage saw a 
tremendous catfish on a slab in the store 
window. 

His reaction was instant and positive 
and final: “The man who caught that fish 
is a liar.” 

Somewhere this story has a lesson for 
preachers and hearers, but, not being a 
fisherman, I’m not clear as to where it is. 


When the Church Board Votes Blind 

The various Church boards in our town 
might as well learn a lesson from one of 
them; I won’t say which. 

The meeting in which the trouble arose 
had been a long one. People were tired 
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and bored; 
peevish. 

Near the end of the meeting the one 
member who always seems to enjoy being 
a nuisance had to leave. Everybody 
breathed easier when he went, because he 
is forever wanting to have unimportant 
things explained. He claims that we should 
not, and he will not, vote on anything 
that was not clear. 

The meeting had adopted several reports 
which did not seem important. Another 
report, equally tiresome, was read, and 
adopted without discussion. 

Not once in a hundred times would the 
inattention of the members and the ab- 
sence of the critical brother have mattered 
at all. But this time they let something 
get by, and it has come back to plague 
them. 

The Church in question is now facing 
a most uncomfortable claim, which is prob- 
ably unjust. But in that last minute com- 
mittee report there was one sentence, put 
in by a member who loves resounding 
words, which seems to give some ground 


some of them were almost 


As Religion Sees It 


By Dr. ReEinHotp NiEBUHR 


for the claim which has arisen to trouble 
the Church. 


If the report had been explained, that 
sentence would have been cut out. And 
if the regular objector had been present 
he would have demanded an explanation. 

The plight of one Church may not be 
important, except locally, but isn’t this 


the way a lot of public business is done? 


We take second-hand opinions. We vote 
to oblige a friend. We hate the bother of 
looking into things. 

Of course, committees—and public of- 
ficials—should be chosen with more care. 
That is part of the general problem. 

But a committee, even the best, is not 
infallible. When Chureh people try to 
dodge their duty by letting the commit- 
tees do it all, they can’t complain if now 
and then they discover they have ap- 
proved a recommendation that they all be 
fined $50, or something just as serious. 

I have known Church meetings that 
could vote for that, or worse, and never 
bat an eye. 


(Dr. Niebuhr is Professor of Applied Christianity at Union Theological Seminary, New York, and the author of a 
number of books including: “Does Civilization Need Religion?’ ; “Moral Man and Immoral Society” ; and 
“Reflections on the End of an Era’. He is one of the best known Ministers of our Evangelical 


In a recent address by a Jewish Rabbi 
quoted in the New York Times the reli- 
gious teacher said: “The synagogue and 
the Church can have no traffic with politi- 
cal and economic doctrines. Their true 
function is to inspire people with ideals 
that live forever. . . . Our social chaos is 
not primarily due to a wrong economic and 
political organization. That is the mere 
machinery of Civilization subject to the 
mastery of man’s will. It is here in the 
will, in the soul that the canker lies.” 


Weakness of Religion 


The sentiments of this address have been 
duplicated in hundreds of Christian pul- 
pits. They explain one of the fatal weak- 
nesses of contemporary religion and sug- 
gest why the members of Churches may 
fall easy prey to fascist politics and eco- 
nomics. “Eternal ideals” are separated 
from the mechanics of social life in which 
ideals must finally be incarnated. It is 
perfectly true, of course, that religious 
institutions cannot deal in a detailed way 
with the mechanics of politics and eco- 
nomics. But neither can they, with im- 
punty, preach ideals in a vacuum. Vague 
ideals of social justice, not implemented by 
the kind of mechanics which will offer some 
guarantee of justice in a technical age, can 
easily become the soil in which fascist 
politics grows. Senator Long and Father 
Coughlin are not conscious fascists. They 
even disavow fascistic designs. Neverthe- 
less their political program consists of pre- 
cisely the kind of sentiments and vague 
policies which made for fascism in Europe. 
It is designed to express the resentments 
of the lower middle classes and for that 
reason it is critical of both the plutocracy 
and of radicalism. But there is not enough 
political intelligence in it to know what 
sort of social control makes for justice and 
what kind accentuates ancient evils. Con- 
sequently it adds confusion to our social 
chaos. 

Religion and Politics 


It happens to be true, of course, that 
ultimately the “canker” of social evil lies 
in the selfishness of the human heart. But 
when ministers and rabbis speak as if the 
task of eliminating that selfishness were 
one which obviated the necessity of a 
right political and economic program they 
give themselves to romantic illusions. No 
matter how much unselfishness a genuine 
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THE OLD-FASHIONED PEW 


O dear to my heart is the family 
pew! 

(Through mem’ry’s window I peer) 

The straight wooden back, human 
backs erect too; 

Uncushioned seats were not queer. 


The Church had galleries built all 
around, 

The pulpit high in clear view, 

The most joyful congregational 
sound 

Arose from the family pew. 


Father sang bass; it was Mother’s 
sweet voice 

Led Mamie, Alice and Bill, 

(Yes, there was a quick spontaneous 
choice) 

Johnnie joined in with a will. 


The old-fashioned sermon came from 
the heart, 

Father remembered the text; 

And the children did their innocent 
part: 

Preacher nor hearer was vexed. 


The pew had a door, a shepherd-like 
mark; 

Thus youthful life should begin, 

That old-fashioned pew, the place 
in the Ark 

To live through a world of sin. 


—Paul A. Kunkel. 


and vital religion can create in the hearts 
of individuals, politics must always pro- 
ceed upon the assumption that men are sel- 
fish in their collective behavior. The first 
business of politics is not to change the 
hearts of men but to set up checks against 
selfishness and to create the kind of a 
society in which social impulse may be 
maximized. 


The primary root of our present social 
chaos lies in human selfishness. But for 
the moment the secondary root is more 
important than the primary one. The sec- 
ondary root is an economic system in which 
economic power is so disproportionate as 
automatically to make for injustice. To 
construct an economic system in which 


there is a basic guarantee of justice is no 
simple task. Efforts to do so will be re- 
sisted by many good men who imagine 
themselves under the discipline of the reli- 
gious ideal of unselfishness. They will re- 
sist it partly because their ideals of justice 
are naturally colored by their interests and 
partly because there is in even the best of 
us a dishonest resistance to social changes 
which imperil our own interests. If, among 
Jesus’ most intimate followers, two 
brothers could appear who were interested 
in their own position and desired that He 
should set the one at His right hand and 
the other at His left, we can hardly hope 
that lesser devotees of the religious ideal 
will be free of the motive of self-seeking. 


Religious Passion Needed 


Religion has the right and duty to point 
out that needed social changes cannot come 
without genuine religious passion and that 
even the most mechanically perfect society 
will never obviate the necessity of moral 
and religious discipline. But they increase 
confusion if they combine with this empha- 
sis the suggestion that the mechanics of 
social justice will be created automatically 
by goodwill. The problem of mechanics in 
social justice is much more important than 
that, partly because social mechanics must 
always be designed to compensate for the 
lack of perfect goodwill among all men 
and partly because even the most unselfish 
will must be implemented in the complexi- 
ties of society. 


It is unfortunate that a Senator Long, 
merely by quoting Scripture and by preach- 
ing general ideals of social justice, can win 
so many followers among Church people 
for an absolutely impossible political 
program. If he should succeed in 
consolidating the lower middle classes 
behind him, the Churches would be 
partly responsible. They would have 
prepared the way for him by precisely 
the kind of preaching quoted above. The 
Logos must always be made flesh, and 
ideals have reality only as they become 
incorporated into actual programs and are 
realized in actual social mechanism, 
Undoubtedly they always lose something 
of their purity in this process. But 
this fact must not permit religion to allow 
its perfectionism to become an actual haz- 
ard to social progress. 
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“The Severity of Love” 


(Sermon preached before the Eastern Synod, Williamsport, Pa., May 20, by the retiring President, 


Brethren of the Synod: 

“Grace be unto you and peace from 
God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Our text is found in the Gospel accord- 
ing to Saint Luke, chapter 22, verse 17, 
“And He took the cup and gave thanks.” 

When our Lord set His face steadfastly 
to go up to Jerusalem, He knew that it 
was to suffer and die. Though received 
with much acclaim on the first Palm Sun- 
day, He knew that noise and loyalty are 
not identical. He was living in a harsh 
world and He knew it. Even in the close 
fellowship of the Upper Room, where was 
a potential betrayer and a potential de- 
nier, he felt it. “With desire have I de- 
sired to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer.” “This is My body which is 
broken.” “This cup is the new testament 
in My blood which is shed.” Evidently 
the cup meant suffering and death. In 
the dilemma of the Garden He felt He 
wanted to live, yet He might have to 
die. “Let this cup pass from Me” meant, 
“Let Me live longer.” “Not My will but 
Thine be done” meant “I will drink it if 
Love must be so severe.” And I have the 
feeling that in His cry on the Cross, “My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”, we 
have not simply a quotation from the 
22nd Psalm, but also this question, “Why 
must Love be so severe?” 

Why is it so severe? Is not God Love, 
and ought not love be mild, gentle and 
merciful? Yes, love ought to be that, but 
it ought to be much more than that if it 
would be lasting and purposive. Such a 
lopsided emphasis, if we live by it, brings 
disaster. Else who do we think God is? 
An easygoing old gentleman far off in the 
skies who likes very much for us to sing 
songs to Him and pray to Him? Else 
what do we think this universe is? A 
playground? What do we think our Gos- 
pel is? A dance of life? And what is the 
Church? An organized group of sob-sis- 
ters? We have, I fear, too often gone on 
this assumption. 

If we have, the world has been too much 
with us in our thinking. Look at the 
world for a moment. Our political econ- 
omy has been laissez-faire and has been 
rightly called “the applied science of self- 
ishness”. Industrially the world has been 
a firm believer in absentee-ownership and 
has been more interested in clipping 
coupons than in the condition of the army 
of workers who man our plants. Na- 
tionally we thought we could live unto 
ourselves, and when we got into a war 
we hid behind all kinds of hypocritical 
moral sanctions to conceal our selfishness. 
Morally and ethically we have been living 
as though life were a matter of self-ex- 
pression, whether we have anything to ex- 
press or not. And as far as the Church is 
concerned we have seen the rise of such 
easygoing beliefs as Christian Science and 
Buchmanism; such despair of human en- 
deavor as Barthianism; and such tender 
confidence in evolution and progress, as 
accepted by some liberals, that the Church 
could do as in England when she invested 
$50,000 in Viekers, and still think that 
everything would come out all right. What 
a lovely time the world would have us 
believe we were having in this individual- 
istic, selfishly-refined, progressive, scien- 
tifie but morally decaying society! What 
a Paradise! “God is in His heaven; all’s 
right with the world.” “This fine old 
world of ours is but a child in the go- 
cart. Give it time to learn its limbs.” 
Such assuring words from Browning and 
Tennyson were so interesting and com- 
forting that we actually have thought 
this world is fireproof and that, in it, it 
is perfectly safe to play with the matches 
of sin. Not openly, perhaps, but secretly 


Dr. Paut ReEIp Pontius) 


we have been accepting this teaching of 
the world. 

But that could not go on. Selfishness, 
whether within the soul of man or within 
ths soul of society, is but another name 
for sin. The corruption, the injustice, the 
inhumanity, the tyranny, brutality and 
beastliness of the world are facts,—facts 
which though they made Madame de Stael 
say the more she saw of men the more she 
loved her dog,-—are facets which in a moral 
universe could not go on unchallenged by 
God. And God is Love. And Love is 
righteous. And Love is just. 


Why must love be severe? The answer 
is to be found in this, viz., that when men 
persist in being brutes, no matter how 
refined their brutishness may be, instead 
of children of God; when men and women 
persist in being prodigal sons and way- 
ward daughters, God steps in and says: 
“T have given you the privilege of choice. 
At the beginning I could think of no 
other way of character-building and 
achievement of personality for My King- 
dom than by giving you this privilege. 
You may make mistakes. I can overlook 
mistakes, for by them you learn. You 
may sin. I will forgive you if you are 
sorry for your sins and want to start over 
again. But when you persist in acting 
as though this world is yours and not 
Mine in which I would have My human 
family live in the co-operative relation- 
ship of righteousness, then I must call a 
halt on you. And I do it because I love 
you. ‘O Ephraim, why will ye die!’ ‘O 
Jerusalem, how often would I, ... but ye 
would not!’ Therefore out of love I am 
severe. I would save you. I would re- 
deem you. But if you wilfully refuse Me, 
this is still My world and out of love there 
is no other course than this. ‘The soul 
that sinneth it shall die’!” That is why 
love is severe. Our sin makes it so. Hence 
it is that righteousness exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any people. “Un- 
less the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it.” Woe unto the na- 
tion that dealeth treacherously! When 
thou has ceased to destroy thou shalt thy- 
self be destroyed. God _ still holds the 
plumbline of Amos. Not Israel any longer, 
but the world, is the wall. And the plumb- 
line is righteousness. It is as true now as 
it was in 750 B. C. that if the wall stands 
straight and true to the plumbline it shall 
remain; otherwise it will crash. Righteous- 
ness is always the condition of survival. 
Our wars, our greed, our selfishnes have 
not brought us prosperity, but disaster. 
This principle in our moral universe is as 
inexorable as the stars. Thomas Jefferson 
knew it; and hardheaded practical states- 
man and believer in democracy that he 
was he said, “I tremble for the future of 
my country when I remember that God is 
just!” He would tremble for his coun- 
try because he knew that Love is severe. 

And yet there is a sense in which we 
would not tremble. We would trust! God 
has this world in hand. Nobody is going 
to run away with it or usurp His place. 
He that keepeth Israel shall not slumber 
nor sleep. 

“This is my Father’s world, 
O let me ne’er forget, 
That tho the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet! 
This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done, 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And heaven and earth be one.” 

So we tremble not. We trust. And we 
will show our trust in two ways: (I) 
First, we will suffer. We will drink the 
cup. 

That does not mean that we will pity 
ourselves. Self-commiseration is the 


pastime of the introvert who enjoys poor 
health. That is his indoor sport. Far be 
it from us even to suggest that trust in 
God has any connection whatever with 
self-pity. But the cup is here, and we 
have to drink it because of the severity 
of love. 

The Church has been living in a eapital- 
istic age whose system has as one of its 
fundamental planks the idea of borrowing 
and debt. Not only has the Chureh been 
doing this, but like John Calvin she has 
by word as well as by practice been en- 
couraging it. Like so many businesses she 
has not been living within her income. 
Her expenditures have been more than 
her receipts. This is true of congrega- 
tions as well as of denominations. And 
so the ery has been about debt, debt and 
more debt! When will we ever hear the 
end of drives, campaigns, interest, notes, 
coupons and “cultivating” Brother So and 
So simply because he happens to have a 
right good-sized bank account? The Class- 
ical reports on the State of the Church 
make one think of the O. T. saying, “The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes and the 
children’s teeth have been set on edge.” 
And yet that statement on second thought 
does not altogether fit, because the fathers 
have not simply been our Boards and their 
secretaries; they have also been our dele- 
gates to the General Synod who accepted 
the budgets from these executives and 
voted to hand such demands down to the 
lesser judicatories of the Church. So in a 
certain sense the children themselves have 
eaten sour grapes and their own teeth 
have been set on edge. 

But whether you think of the suffering 
of which 1 speak as vicarious or conse- 
quential, the fact is that we must drink 
the cup, whether we be Home Missionaries 
or Foreign Missionaries who are the real 
vicarious sufferers, or whether we be the 
rest of the Church who are the conse- 
quential sufferers. We thought we were 
doing the Lord’s work when we were ex- 
panding at home and abroad. We even 
thought we were doing the Lord’s work 
when we were living beyond our income. 
We thought we were doing the Lord’s 
work when our expenditures exceeded our 
receipts; and we said with pious face, 
“The Lord will provide!” Well, we now 
know that the Lord did not provide. We 
seriously question whether the Lord’s 
work ever was or can be done by such 
blind plunging. “Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God!” Whether such pro- 
cedure was a mistake or a sin of bureau- 
cracy, I know not. God knoweth! If it 
was a mistake, we have learned by it at 
a terrible cost. If it was a sin, Good 
Lord, forgive us! But whether a mistake 
or a sin, we do have a responsibility. 
What I plead for is that trust in God 
which will show itself in a willingness to 
assume responsibility, whether or not 
what has been done was done wisely or 
unwisely. This is the severity of Love. 


‘And it will require a considerable 


amount of what Dr. Jefferson E. Kersch- | 


nes in physics-class called “sympathetic 
vibration”. You have heard the story of 
two of the Bronte sisters, those literary 
daughters of the Manse? One of them 


was sick in bed. A neighbor called and “4 
was met at the door by Charlotte. After — 


inquiring about the sick sister, the neigh- 


bor said to Charlotte, “And how are yout?) =) 


Charlotte made a significant answer when 
she said, “I have a pain in my sister’s 
side.” There is the severity of love fi 
you. Can we say that of ourselves 
our Boards and the work of our de 
ination? Fs 

(IIT) Our trust in God and the Fa’ 
world will show itself in anothe: 
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will manifest itself in gratitude. “He took 
the cup and gave thanks.” 


Can we take it with a smile? Or better 
still, can we take it and keep our heads 
up? That is the test of our religion. That 
is the test of our faith. Here we come to 
a comparison which I hesitate to make. 
It is to note but a slight likeness between 
the microcosm and the macrocosm, between 
ourselves and our burdens and Jesus with 
the Cross. His was cosmic; ours is limit- 
ed. Regardless of what may be your par- 
ticular theory of the atonement, God was 
severe with Jesus. But the severity of 
God was matched by the heroism of Jesus. 
He took the cup. The heavens opened. He 
saw something. And He gave thanks. 
That should be true of us, but right there 
is where we fall down. 


However, is not the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper for the very purpose of 
keeping us from falling? It is not an end 
in itself. It is a means to an end. It 
is to nourish our souls with “The Better 
Bread of Life” that, arising from it and 
from the sessions of this Synod, we might 
in humble pastoral service back home 
wash each disciple’s feet. It should mean, 
furthermore, that the spirit of the Lord 
has come upon us, as it came upon Isaiah 
and Jesus, to anoint us to preach the 
good tidings unto the poor in this day of 
unemployment, to proclaim release unto 
the captives who have been caught in this 
depression, the recovery of sight to those 
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so spiritually blind that they have be- 
come cynical and pessimistic, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised by the self- 
ishness of this greedy world, to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord,—the 
Kingdom of God, a new social order where- 
in dwelleth righteousness. 

Now a-new social order wherein dwell- 
eth righteousness is radical. Sin will never 
give up its stranglehold without a fight. 
Let no one deceive himself into thinking 
that this is easy. If it meant a Cross for 
Jesus, it will mean suffering for those 
who, in fellowship of believers, seriously 
accept His ideals. It means that while 
the old is passing away the new must be 
built up. We Christians are not revolu- 
tionists, even though our leader was rad- 
ical in its truest sense, viz., getting down 
to the roots of things. Our job is to “turn 
things up side down” so that love shall be 
up and selfishness down and out, and to 
do it without becoming selfish ourselves. 

Some time ago it was found that the 
Grand Central Terminal in New York City 
was inadequate. That station would have 
to be torn down to meet new needs. But 
how could it be done without disrupting 
the train service and throwing everything 
out of balance? That was the problem. 
So the best engineers were called in. They 
decided upon a plan which was new in 
railroad station building. They would 
build up while they would tear down. 
They set to work. The engineers sank 
their shafts deep down into Manhattan 


rock and erected the steel skeleton of the 
new Grand Central Terminal while the old 
structure was gradually being razed. The 
new structure was finished, one of the 
finest in the world. The old was removed. 
And not a single train ran off seredule dur- 
ing the process. 

Good tidings for the poor! 
the captives! 


Release to 
Recovery of sight to the 
blind! Liberty for the bruised! That is 
radical! That tears down. And there will 
be some pieces of the granite of sin in 
the old structure which will fall with a 
thud. And there will be suffering for those 
who cause the thud. But it can be done. 
It must be done because the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon them who would usher in 
the acceptable year of the Lord. But 
where the Spirit of God is at work in the 
hearts of men and in the heart of society, 
there are new shafts sunk and a new 
structure is in the process of erection. 
This hard task and what it costs is 
symbolized in the Lord’s Supper. “This 
is My body which is broken.” “This cup 
is the new testament in My blood which 
is shed.” For us believers in this world 
of struggle and achievement, herein is the 
severe Love that will not let us go. Here- 
in is the Light that follows all the way. 
Herein is the joy that seekest through 
pain. Herein is the Cross which lifts up 
the head, that from the ground there 
might blossom red the life that shall end- 
less be! And it shall be,—provided we 
take the cup and give thanks, Amen. 


The Home and the Industrial Problem 


There are at least three indispensable 
requisites for efficient and happy home life 
—they are character, knowledge, and 
things. Where there is no moral char- 
acter wholesome family life is impossible, 
regardless of what the other conditions in 
the home may be. And where there is 
no knowledge of what marriage, parent- 
hood and child-nurture mean and require, 
the home is foredoomed to failure. But 
character and knowledge, important as 
they are, are not sufficient of themselves. 
People must also have things. There are 
millions of homes that cannot function 
well because of poverty. I have been 
asked to contribute a few words on this 
latter phase of family life. 

There is quite general agreement among 
“the family-budget-experts” that $2,400 
are necessary to make efficient and hap- 
py living possible for an American family 
of four or five (the two parents and two 
or three children), and that $1,400 are 
necessary to secure the minimum of sub- 
sistence that family life demands. More 
of us who have had experience with the 
rearing of a family know that these esti- 
mates are quite conservative. On the 
other hand, the number of families whose 
annual income falls below these estimates 
appalls one. During the last four years 
the income of 85% of all the families in 
the United States was less than $2,400, 
50% of all the families had to exist on 
less than $1,400 (less than the amount re- 
quired for the purchase of even the mini- 
mum of family necessities), and 16% of 
the families (5,000,000 families, approx- 
imately 18,000,000 men, women, and chil- 
dren) have had no incomes at all other 
than the pittance of charity. 

This tragic shortage of family income 
is one of the darkest chapters in our 
country’s history—darker than the chap- 
ters which record war and plague and 
pestilence. And the most disheartening 
part of it is the fact that even in the best 
periods of our industrial history the major- 
ity of families lacked the income which 
these “budget-experts” claim to be neces- 
sary for efficient and happy family life. 
During the last sixty years, 70% of all 
the families in the United States had to 
meet all the family requirements with less 
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LOVE 


Love is God’s child, 

But ere I feel 

Its warmth and vital spark, 
Or kinship claim 


Through brotherhood 

In God’s life to have part, 
It must be born anew for me 
In my unworthy heart. 


—M. B. M. 


than $2,000 a year. Those families in- 
cluded, not only the industrial laborers, 
but also the great majority of the public 
school teachers and pastors of the coun- 
try, and even many College and Univer- 
sity professors. During this same period, 
25% of the families of the country had 
to exist on less than $1,200 a year; while 
the lowest 10% was in actual want. As 
far back as we can trace the history of 
our individualistic, competitive, profit- 
centered system of industry, one-fourth of 
all the families in the country were in a 
state of actual want or near-want, while 
at the other end of society economic ad- 
vantages and political privileges (ill-got- 
ten or otherwise) were dividing princely 
salaries, profits, and bonuses among the 
captains of industry and the magnates of 
finance. 

The effect which this enforced poverty 
has had on family life and child-nurture 
no humanitarian artist will ever be able 
to portray. The under nourishment and 
arrested development of the childhood of 
the nation is the price we pay. The Child- 
Welfare Association of America informs 
us that 3,000,000 helpless children have 
been coming to school hungry every morn- 
ing for the last four years. 2,000,000 
hungry children are being given breakfast 


_in school every morning before their teach- 


ers attempt to teach them. An army of 
children are being: stunted by mal-nutri- 
tion even before they are born. Accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Birth Statistics, 60% 
of all the children born in the United 


States during the last four years were 
born in families of the unemployed. This 
tragedy is clearly not the fault of the 
innocent children. Inadequately nourish- 
ed for nine months on the impoverished 
blood of the under-fed wife of the unem- 
ployed husband, and with continued under 
nourishment from the moment of birth, 
what can we expect of such children? We 
cannot hope to build a better social order 
on the empty stomachs of innocent child- 
hood. 


The lack of family income is also a big 
factor in the tragically inadequate shel- 
tering or housing of so many families. 
Millions of families cannot afford the 
space, the air and the sunlight which 
wholesome family life presupposes. <Ac- 
cording to the last report of the New York 
Housing Commission, “90% of all the 
dwelling houses in the city which are fit 
for family. purposes are beyond the finan- 
cial reach of 75% of the people.” The 
same is true of all our larger cities. Our 
profit-centered economic system has placed 
a higher value on a few square feet of 
ground and a few cubic feet of space 
than on family life and child welfare. 
The high cost of space is one reason why 
48% of all the families in our larger cities 
are living in multiple dwellings, most of 
which lack the space for wholesome family 
life, and few of which have any provision 
for the play life of the child. And the 


prohibitive cost of space is the chief 
cause of the crowding of 8% of the 
families in the country (with 8,000,000 


children) into one and two rooms—human 
beings herded together like cattle in box 
ears. The iniquitous housing situation is 
one of the most serious menaces to modern 
family life. ¥ 

No religious revival with its emphasis 
on the return of the family altar and the 
family Bible can counter-act these eco- 
nomic evils! No program of religious 
education can save the family from the 
distintegrating effects of inadequate in- 
come, unemployment, and bad housing! 
To rehabilitate the family presupposes, 
among many other things, the Christian- 
izing of our pagan economic order. 


F. & M. College, Lancaster, Pa. 


10 REFORMED 


GHG Raah MES 


SSENGER 


JUNE 6, 1935 


Is Religion An Escape From Reality? 


Text: 


Our text represents one of the climatic 
points in that body of biblical literature, 
the Book of Job, which Victor Hugo called 
‘Nerhaps the Bre atest masterpiece of the 
human mind.” And to the Christian life 
it represents the acme of faith in God, 
“Though He slay me, yet. will I trust 
Him.” What an affirmation of faith in 
the Divine! Whether this expression be 
attributed to the life of an individual, a 
nation, the human race, yea, the entire 
universe, its truth stands forth in all of 
life like a mighty mountain in the midst 
of the plains. It is the ultimate answer 
to our question: “Is religion an escape 
from reality?” But how does it serve as 
the ultimate answer? To ascertain this 
fact we must first consider what is meant 
by these two great terms in life, Religion 
and Reality. 

Religion relates man to God. It is 
man’s reliance upon God, which is moti- 
vated by his will to co-operate with that 
which he interprets as the will of God. 
Such a relationship, when recognized, 
causes man to spend his life for that which 
he considers the purpose of God, or as 
Dr. L. P. Jacks states, “It is betting one’s 
life that there is a God.” Reality we con- 
sider to be this entire universe of which 
we are a part. -In the light of these two 
facts, Religion and Reality, we face the 
problem stated as our theme, or to state 
it in another way, are we advocates of 
religion beeause we believe that future 
rewards will compensate us for the trials 
of this life? 

Margaret Fuller, the New England 
transcendentalist, is reported to have had 
as a favorite saying, “I accept the uni- 
verse,” and when this phrase was repeated 
to Thomas Carlyle, his comment is said 
to have been: “Gad! she’d better!” Now 
there is a vast difference between the 
comment of Carlyle, which infers a stun- 


ning submissiveness, and that of the 
Christian acceptance of the universe, 
which is one of enthusiastic assent. Be- 


tween these two attitudes, stunning sub- 
missiveness and enthusiastic assent, lies 
the scope of our problem. Between these 
two points we see the entire range of re- 
ligious attitudes. Where do we stand in 
this scale? As Christians, what is our re- 
ligious perspective in relation to the ques- 
tion set before us: “Is religion an escape 
from reality?” We, like Job, must take a 
definite stand, maintain a positive posi- 
tion, in affirming our Christian faith. In 
doing so we will find the answer to this 
vital life problem. 

I believe that we find our answer to 
this query, whatever the answer might be, 
in our attitude toward God, and in our 
conception of His Being. It is, first of 
all, a personal matter. Of course, we can- 
not stop here. Such a relationship implies 
that we are a part of the social order and 
associated with its activities. This being 
the case, we face the universe and have 
the faets of history at our disposal to en- 
able us to formulate a Christian philoso- 
phy of life. Job is a sterling example for 
men of every creed and race in forming 
a conception of God, and establishing a 
right relationship with Him. He repre- 
sents the type of character that would 
bet his life that God exists and on the 
fact that He ean be depended upon. Job 
says: “Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust Him,” as an expression of his atti- 
tude toward God. Such a character repre- 
sents what true religion is, and that kind 
of religion is not that which serves as an 
escape from—Reality. Job believed that 
God would stick by him—and He did! His 
was the kind of belief that God is con- 
cerned with every individual, such a belief 
that has been catalogued as being “old- 
fashioned” in much of modern thought. 


Job 13:15, “Though He slay me, 
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As many modernists would say, “to let. 
our hope and desire over-rule the judg- 
ment of our reason.” 

3ut I question this position, as I place 
my trust in the Christian God who has 
been revealed in Jesus Christ. The re- 
ligion of Jesus certainly faced Reality, 
rather than tried to escape it. He preach- 
ed that the Kingdom was at hand with 
its blessings—ready for acceptance—and 
not afar off in some future realm alone. 
If we believe that such religion faces 
Reality, we should be prepared to pro- 
claim the truth that substantiates our 


RESTING ALONE 


Shady meadow, and a stream, 
God, permit me here to dream! 

God, permit me here to lie 
Underneath your noble sky! 
Underneath your sky so clear, 
Calm my heart, devoid of fear; 
Still my soul, untroubled mind 
Where the streams so graceful wind. 


God, erase from me the spoil 

That was wrought from years of 
toil; 

Let me rest alone today 

Where the fishes leap and play; 

Let me frolic, let me sing; 

Make me gayer than the Spring. 

Where the snowy lillies gleam 

Let me rest and let me dream. 


Let me plan my life today: 

I will plan it bright and gay. 

I will happy be for aye 

Resting out beneath the sky. 

I will love the gray rocks cool 
Walling high the forest pool; 

I would like to go to sleep 

- Where the sombre willows weep. 


Springtime, if you wait for me, 

I will come and live with thee. 
Summer, I will join you then 
With the toiling harvest men. 
But when Autumn comes my way 
I will not be quite so gay; 

Then I’ll hide away at last 
Till the winter days are past. 


—Aletha Jane Reider. 
Middletown, Penna. 


faith. Let such a proclamation come forth 
from every Christian as an expression of 
the faith which we share, and there would 
be experienced a religious awakening that 
should revolutionize the world! If our re- 
ligion helps us face Reality, instead of 
serving as an escape to the facts of life, 
why should we not expect it to help 
others? Such a religion calls for personal 
testimony as to its values for this needy 
world in which we live. 

What then do we believe, or to make it 
more personal, what do I believe in re- 
gard to the relation of Religion and Real- 
ity? I believe in a personal God who con- 
trols the universe. I also believe that He 
cares most of all for human personality, 
which, so far as we can determine, is the 
most valuable thing in the universe. We 
believe that human personality has su- 
preme value because it possesses greater 
capacities and greater possibilities than 
anything in the scope of our knowledge. 
Personalities can think, create, develop, 
and plan, and because of these powers 
they are able to evaluate the objects of 
this universe about us. For example, we 
might take a pebble and an acorn, both 
the same size and color, but between the 
two there is vast difference. The pebble is 


yet will I trust Him” 


harder and more durable, but within the 
acorn is greater possibility—the possibil- 
ity of becoming a great oak tree. Certain- 
ly we would agree that potentially the 
acorn is more valuable than the pebble. 
Consider, for instanee, a kitten and a 
baby playing side by side on the floor. 
The kitten can walk, take its own food, 
and in a sense care for itself, while the 
baby of the same age is unable to do for 
itself in such a manner. Yet we do not 
hesitate to say that the baby is far more 
precious than the kitten, because it pos- 
sesses possibilities and capacities of which 
the kitten knows nothing. And the possi- 
bilities of human achievement are not al- 
ways limited to immediate disclosure. In 
some cases the significance of a personal- 
ity is not felt until after his earthly life. 
Jesus Christ serves to illustrate this fact. 
On the cross He appeared a complete fail- 
ure to His contemporaries, but today we 
realize that He exerts an incomparable 
influence for the welfare of mankind. Con- 
sidered as such, what can compare in value 
to human ‘beings? Jesus stressed the value 
of human personality in His teachings, 
and His insight into its supreme worth in 
the sight of God is permanently true. 
Surely our faith in the fact that God 


cares supremely for human personalities is — 


not in vain, for it rests upon the same 
insight which we share with Jesus. 

Again, I believe that religion faces real- 
ity rather than endeavors to escape it be- 
cause it meets the demands of life. Life 
demands consideration for human _ per- 
sonalities, calling forth kindness and help- 
fulness from us all. This is true because 
each individual possesses a supreme value. 
Every life, regardless of its importance, 
is due our respect and consideration. 
Wherever need exists we must lend a 
helping hand, This is a belief that has be- 
come basic in civilization. The value of 
human life is placed above all else, and 
its salvation is an achievement beyond 
comparison. Last year we read the thrill- 
ing story in our newspapers of the ayi- 
ator who brought a baby from one of the 
Southern states to Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital in Baltimore, Maryland, under the 
worst of flying conditions. An operation 
was performed, removing a tumor from 
the child’s brain, thus saving its life. 
Those who read the story of this event 
honored the aviator for his daring ae- 
complishment. If we consider it our duty 
to help each other in such a way, should 
we not expect God to act accordingly? 
Yes, we believe that God is interested in 
each one of us, and this belief is at the 
very heart of the Christian religion. It is 
in the religious realm that we find Reality, 
or certainly religion would have been dis- 
carded long ago. During the Swander Lec- 
ture Course at the Eastern Theological 
Seminary in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 
1933, Dr. Thompson stated that religion 
was in all of life, and the living of this 
life was a religious activity. If this be 
true, the life closest to Reality is the God- 
controlled life. Such a life is spiritual of 
nature and manifests itself throughout the 
universe. Therefore, in the spiritual life, 
through religion, we are drawn nearer to 
Reality, rather than escaping it. 

Finally, we find in our life experience 
from day to day that religion is not an 
escape from Reality. When we examine 
our own life and look into the lives of 


others we realize that God does control | 


the affairs of men and sustain them. We 


come to the realization the God is good 


and His merey endureth forever. Job was | 


sure of the goodness of God, even though 
every earthly element seemed against him. 


“Though He slay me,” he said, “yet will I 


trust Him.” Oh that we might all sh. 
such a faith! As we face neue 
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should become more certain that God leads 
us in ways that, although we cannot al- 
ways understand, grant us joy and peace. 
Religion leads to Reality, for in seeking 
God man asserts his confidence in Divine 
Power. Through religion comes man’s 
recognition of God’s guidance, and his en- 
thusiastie assent to the aeceptance of the 
universe. Here is a word picture of an 
answer to our question: “Ts Religion an 
eseape from Reality?” “Different paths 
lie open before us in the universe, and we 
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have the power to choose between them. 
Possibilities of suffering and disaster lurk 
on every side. Coincidence plays a strange 
role in the drama of life. But God is ever 
with us—seeking to protect us from harm, 
trying to lead us to the place He knows 
we ought to fill, and always hoping to 
develop and perfect our hidden powers. 
We can face the strange sequence of life, 
death, and life beyond death quietly and 
confidently. Underneath us are the Ever- 
lasting Arms, and around us is the Love 


that will not let us go.” With a Job-like 


faith, let us trust Him. 


“Through all the changing scenes of life, 
In trouble and in joy, 

The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ. 

Of His deliverance I will boast, 
Till all that are distressed 

rom my example comfort take, 
And charm their griefs to rest.” 

Amen, 
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63D ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC 


The Synod of the Potomae of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church will meet 
in General Convention in Brodbeck Hall, 
Hood College, Frederick, Md., Rev. Henry 
I. Stahr, D.D., President, Monday, June 
10, 1935, at 8.00 P. M. (EH. S. T.) 

The official roll of Synod is constituted 
of the ministers of the nine classes to- 
gether with elders primarius or secundus 
enrolled at the latest annual meetings of 
the classes. Synod expects the prompt 
attendance of its members in all the ses- 
sions of its meeting. Definite information 
as to travel expense is published in the 


_ Blue Book. 


Entertainment will be on the Harvard 
Plan—lodging and breakfast furnished. 
Prompt reply to communications from the 
host is important. The Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society will meet at the same time 
and place with the Synod. The Synod 
and the Missionary Society will be guests 
of the same host. 

Two copies of the Blue Book will be 
mailed to each pastor—one for him and 
the other for his elder—within the time 
set by Synod. 

Rev. J. Kern McKee, D.D., President, 

Lloyd E. Coblentz, Stated Clerk. 


SYNODICAL MEETINGS FOR 1935 

POTOMAC SYNOD—June 10, 1935, Fred- 
erick, Md. (Hood College), Dr. Henry I. 
Stahr, President, Frederick, Md. 

OHIO SYNOD—June 19, 1935, Tiffin, O. 
(Heidelberg College), Dr. C. E. Miller, 
President, Tiffin, Ohio. 

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST —Septem- 
ber 3, 1935 (7.30 P. M.), Zion, Sheboygan, 
Wis., Rev. Edw. H. Wessler, D.D., 612 
Erie Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 

SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST—September 
16, 1935, Salem, Louisville, Ky. Rev. Al- 
bert H. Schmeuszer, 1830 Date St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 
JUNE 12: 
Manitoba, Frieden’s, Rev. Paul Wiegand, 
Duff, Sask., Canada. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Hoy L. Fesperman, from Lincoln- 
ton, N. C., to 233 Woodrow Ave., High 
Point, N. C. 

Rev. Roy L. Frazier, from 11 Park Ave., 
to 6 Alison St., Warren, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. Meyer, Em., from 714 W. 
2nd St. to 609 Ist St., N. W., Faribault, 
Minn. 

Rey. John C. Peeler, from Lenoir, N. C., 
to 320 Mitchell Ave., Salisbury, N. C. 

Rey. Wm. H. Shults, from Tampa, Fla., 
to 2143 N. Main St., Dayton, Ohio. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Day by day, in every way, we are draw- 
ing nearer and nearer—to the goal we 
have set before us! Wouldn’t it be fine 
if this should be the last call for contri- 
butions to our salary fund. We only need 
$50.80 more to finish our fund. We had 3 
friends make our hearts glad during the 
past week. Mrs. Emma C. Hazel sent us 
$5; Hope Ritchey sent us $2, and “A 
Friend” at Cashtown sent us $3. Grand 
total to date, $449.20. Please send all eon- 
tributions to Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 1505 
Race St., and read Mrs. Wolfe’s letter in 
this issue. 


Rev. Dr. C. M. DeLong, for 32 years 
pastor of Goshenhoppen Church, East 
Greenville, Pa., officiated last month at his 
1000th infant baptism. 


Rev. A. A. Hartman, Phoenixville, Pa., 
leaves New York June 8 for Mexico City 
and expects to return July 29. He is a 
delegate to the International Convention 
of Rotary Clubs. 


8.8. attendance in First Church, Canton, 
O., Rev. Dr. R. W. Blemker, pastor, was 
829 on May 26; an offering of $26 was 
given G. A. R. veterans at the Memorial 
service. Rehearsals are being held for 
Children’s Day. 

Children’s Day will close one of the 
closest attendance contests Immanuel 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind., has ever had. 
Congregation and Church School will unite 
in Church auditorium for special program 
in charge of the pastor, Rev. H. F. Weck- 
mueller. 

Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer, Philadelphia, was 
prevented from preaching the baccalaure- 
ate sermon at Massanutten Academy on 
June 2 by a sudden attack of illness which 
has confined him to bed since last week. 
His many friends hope for a speedy re- 
covery. 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ernest N. Evans, of 
Indianapolis have issued invitations to the 
marriage of their daughter, Elizabeth Vin- 
cent, to Mr. Wm. Frederick Kugel, Jr., on 
Friday, June 14, at noon, in Carrollton 
Ave. Church, Indianapolis. 


The annual meeting of the Society 
for the Relief of Ministers and 
Their Widows, the oldest relief or- 
ganization of our Church in exist- 
ence, will be held in Hood College, 
Frederick, Maryland, on Monday, 
June 10, 1935, at 7 P. M. All mem- 


bers are requested to attend. 


Harry N. Bassler, 
President. 


Eugene L. McLean, 
Secretary 


THE REV. DR. 
A. THEODORE WRIGHT 


Dr. A. Theodore Wright, 72, retir- 
ed pastor of our Church, passed away 
May 27 at the York, Pa., Hospital, 
after an illness of two weeks. Born 
at Bushkill Center, Northampton Co., 
Pa., he graduated from  Ursinus 
School of Theology in 1898. After 
serving charges in York, Pa., Mt. 
Crawford, Va., Fairfield, O., Red 
Lion, Pa., Columbiana, O., and Man- 
heim, Pa., he retired in 1926 and be- 
came a traveler and lecturer, making 
his home in Red Lion, Pa. Besides 
his son, who is a Presbyterian mis- 
sionary in India, Dr. Wright is sur- 
vived by his wife and two daughters. 


Dr. Paul H. Musser, Dean of the College 
of the University of Pennsylvania, and 
President of the Penna. College Presidents’ 
Association, has been elected a member of 
the Board of Regents of Mercersburg 
Academy. Dr. Musser graduated from the 
Academy in 1912. 

Rey. Dr. L. E. Bair of First Church, 
Greensburg, Pa., addressed the May 
Ladies’ Night meeting of the Rotary Club 
of Meyersdale, Pa., on the “Home of To- 
morrow,” which was finely illustrated from 
his actual experiences in the science of 
psychiatry. 

Reunion of Wyoming, E. Susquehanna 
and W. Susquehanna Classes will be held 
Wednesday, June 12, at Rolling Green 
Park, near Sunbury. Service will be at 2 
P. M. in Park Theatre. The address for 
the occasion will be given by Rey. Dr. I. 
Calvin Fisher of Lebanon, Pa. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Laneaster, Pa., 
Rev. James E. Wagner, pastor, Children’s 
Day will be observed June 16. A feature 
of the program of the Chureh School will 
be a pageant, “A Happy Home”. Baptism 
of infants and Recognition Service for 
Cradle Roll and Nursery children will take 
place at morning worship. 

Chaplain Paul B. Rupp of the United 
States Army, who is pursuing a course of 
graduate study at the University of Chi- 
cago, is ordered to report for duty by 
June 30 at Fort Howard, 15 miles south- 
east of Baltimore, Md. Chaplain and Mrs. 
Rupp will visit relatives in Shippensburg, 
Pa., on their way east. 

There were 820 present in S. S. of Trin- 
ity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin 
Kerst, pastor, on May 26. On Children’s 
Day there will be special offerings from 
Chureh and 8. 8. for Board of Christian 
Education. Mr. Lester Ketler received 
second prize in Denominational Steward- 
ship Poster Contest, and an award of $10. 

Chureh attendances in Trinity Church, 
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Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. Purd E. Deitz, pas- 
tor, shows an increase over 1934. Aver- 
ages for May are 315 in the morning and 


172 in the evening; total offering for cur- 
rent expenses and benevolences was 
$969.09, $248.55 for building and interest 
and mortgage funds, and $256.77 for spe- 
cial anniversary thank offering. 

Morning service, June 2, in Grace Church, 
Jeannette, Pa., Rev. Ralph 8. Weiler, pas- 
tor, was held in memory of those who died 
during the past year. Holy Communion 
will be observed at both services Pentecost 
Sunday. Infants will be baptized in the 
morning. Average attendance for May 
was: A. M., 471; P. M., 212. 

William C. Nelson, a graduate of this 
year’s class, Mission House Seminary, was 
elected pastor of the Glenmont Charge in 
Ohio, Eastern Ohio Classis, and will begin 
his work the middle of June. Mr. Nelson 
came to the Mission House from the 
Orphans’ Home at Fort Wayne and has 
enjoyed the advantages which the Church 
and this institution gave to him in pre- 
paration of his life work. 

Rey. and Mrs. John A. Kleinginna, 
Youngwood, Pa., are the parents of a son, 
Richard Allen; born on Saturday, May 18. 
Mrs. Kleinginna will be remembered as 
Miss Effie May Honse, who taught in the 
American School for Girls, Baghdad, Iraq. 
Rev. Mr. Kleinginna is the pastor of the 
Youngwood-Harrolds Charge. Mother and 
son are doing nicely. It has not yet been 
decided whether the boy is to become a 
missionary abroad or a pastor in the home 
land. F 

Sixth Annual Lawn Fete will be held 
on the lawn of the Reformed Church 
Home for the Aged, in Wyncote, Pa., on 
Saturday afternoon, June 8, from 2 to 7 
P. M., under the auspices of the Auxil- 
jiaries of Philadelphia Classis. There will 
be delicious refreshments, an unusual 
bazaar, and special entertainment for all 
guests. Bethany Orphans’ Home Band, of 
Womelsdorf, will add to the enjoyment of 
the day. In the event of stormy weather, 
the fete will be held in Calvary Presby- 
terian Church, opposite the Home. 


Men and boys emphasis week at First 
Church, Burlington, N. C., Rev. B. J. 
Peeler, pastor, began May 19, with men 
and boys attending morning worship in a 
body. Various male classes of the school 
had charge of evening service which was 
an interesting meeting. On May 28, 123 
men and boys enjoyed their annual ban- 
quet in the social hall of the Church, 
which was served by the women of the 
congregation. Rey. A. O. Leonard of Lex- 
ington was the speaker. 


The Churchmen’s League of Hope 
Church, Philadelphia, entertained the 
ladies of the Church at the monthly meet- 
ing June 3. The regular program for the 
month was first carried through, and the 
topic “Our Educational Institutions”, was 
presented by E. F. Dengler, after which 
a helpful discussion followed. President 
Klapperstick was highly pleased at the 
response of both men and women at this 
first get-together in Hope Church. 


A terrific dynamite bomb explosion de- 
molished the front porch and badly dam- 
aged the home of our friend, Dr, Charles 
K, Miller, President of Heidelberg College, 
on the campus in Tiffin, O., early on June 
1. Fortunately President and Mrs. Miller 
and their daughter, Miss Gretchen, who 
were asleep at the time, escaped injury in 
this dastardly outrage. Every window in 
the home was broken, as well as windows 
in the Science Hall, a block away, and 
nearby residences. It seems as if nobody’s 
life or property is safe these days. 


The 7th year of the pastorate of Rey. 
H. C. Kellermeyer in Trinity Church, Con- 
cord, N. C., began with a reception spon- 
sored by members of the congregation in 
honor of their pastor and his wife. The 
gathering was held in the social rooms of 
the Church on May 9, where representa- 
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tives of each organization of the congre- 
gation brought greetings and commenda- 
tion. Rev. W. J. Miller, secretary of Con- 
cord Ministerial Union, Dr. L. A. Peeler of 
Kannapolis and representatives from New 
Gilead congregation also took part in the 
program. ‘lhe honorees were recipients of 
numerous tokens of love and appreciation. 

Miss Sarah Kathryn. Yoder, daughter of 
Rev. Paul D. Yoder, D.D., of Codorus, Pa., 
was married to Mr. Oliver Bruce Thoma- 
son, of Cooleemee, N. C., on May 28, at 
the home of President and Mrs. Howard 
RK. Omwake, Catawba College, Salisbury, 
N.C. The ceremony followed a few hours 
after Miss Yoder’s graduation from college 
with the class of 1935. The bridegroom is 
also a former graduate of Catwba College, 
and this year receives his M.A. degree from 
the University of North Carolina. The 
bride’s father performed the ceremony, as- 
sisted by Rev. C. E. B. Robinson and Dr. 
Howard R. Omwake. About 75 guests were 
present to witness the happy event. 

Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa., Dr. B. 
A. Black, pastor, has been celebrating an 
unusual event in the history of a Chris- 
tian congregation. The congregation has 
the distinction of having two of its sons 
enter upon the work of the Christian min- 
istry in the same year. They are Paul C. 
Shumaker, who has been called to the pas- 
torate of St. Paul’s Church, Sharon, Pa., 
and has already entered upon his work; 
and Philip E. Saylor, who has been in 
charge of Trinity Church, Scottdale, Pa., 
as supply pastor for the past year. In the 
84 years of its history, Amity congregation 
has given 10 of its sons to this holy call- 
ing, but it is most unusual to have two 
enter upon the work of the ministry in the 
same year, 


The Memorial service held May 26 in 
Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. H. 
A. Fesperman, pastor, in honor of the late 
Rev. Dr. Conrad Clever, the beloved pastor 
of that charge tor over 25 years, will never 
be forgotten by those who participated. It 
was a beautiful tribute to a life fully dedi- 
cated to the Master’s service. The Rev. 
Dr. Chas. EK, Schaeffer of Phila., brought 
the Memorial Message, which was a master- 
piece. At the 4 P. M. Vesper service the 
choir of Christ’s Church united with those 
of Zion Lutheran, Williamsport, and St. 
John’s Reformed, Clearspring, to give a 
most creditable rendition of Gaul’s Oratorio, 
“Ruth.” The bulletin for the day gave an 
inspiring biographical sketch and portrait 
of Dr. Clever. 


On May 23, 175 mothers and daughters 
of St. John’s Church, Mifflinburg, Pa., Rev. 
Ira W. Frantz, pastor, attended annual 
Mother and Daughter Banquet which was 
served by men and boys of the congrega- 
tion. Mrs. A. D. Gougler, Middleburg, Pa., 
president of Susquehanna Valley Federated 
Woman’s Club, addressed the group on the 
theme, “The American Home.” Committee 
appointed by Church School superintendent, 
Mr. Reuel Mitchell, is arranging Children’s 
Day program for June 9. Second annual 
Home Coming of Ebenezer congregation of 
Laurelton will be observed June 16. Holy 
Communion will be observed at morning 
worship. Former pastors and friends of 
the congregation will participate in after- 
noon service at 2 o’clock. A special fea- 
ture will be the male chorus of the newly 
organized Men’s League. Annual Chil- 
dren’s Day program will be given in the 
evening. 


Lic. Royce E. Schaeffer, recent graduate 
of the Theological Seminary at Laneaster, 
Pa., was ordained to the Christian ministry 
in his home Church, Tamaqua, Pa., May 17. 
Jommittee of Schuylkill Classis, appointed 
to arrange for the service were Revs. 
Robert A. Bausch, Paul H. Slinghoff, J. 
Arthur Schaeffer and Dr. Arthur C. Thomp- 
son. Ordination sermon was preached by 
Rev. J. Arthur Schaeffer of St. John’s 
Church, the father of Lic. Royce HE. Schaef- 
fer. The building was beautifully decor- 
ated and the choir sang special music. 
The congregation joined heartily in the 


WANTED: About 200 second-hand 
copies, in good condition, of the Hym- 
nal, short edition Order of Worship 
and Responsive Reading. Address 
Rev. Edward T. Plitt, Cavetown, Md. 


entire service. In behalf of Church School, 
little Jane Shock presented the candidate 
for ordination a beautiful bouquet of flow- 
ers in which was concealed an envelope 
containing $50. Rev. Mr. Schaeffer has ae- 
cepted a call from St. James Charge, Little- 
town, Pa., and plans to enter upon his 
work in June, 


May 26 was Woods Memorial Sunday at 
Faith Church, Baltimore, Md., Rey. Frank 
A. Rosenberger, minister. It marked the 
20th anniversary of the death of Mr. Ru- 
fus Woods, who in 1900 donated the pres- 
ent Church building. A special meeting 
was held at 11 A. M. when 20 children, 
each speaking an appropriate Biblical pas- 
sage, placed flowers in a basket which was 
then put beneath the Woods memorial tab- 
let. Address was made by Rev. Dr. Lloyd 
EK. Coblentz, retired pastor of St. Paul’s 
English ‘Church, who had been advised and 
aided by Mr. Woods in the planning and 
erection of the present St. Paul’s Church. 
A congregational pilgrimage was made in 
the afternoon to Kreider’s Church, West- 
minster, Md., the boyhood Church of Mr. 
Woods, where another service was held. 
Address was made by Rev. Mr. Rosen- 
berger, followed by a procession to the 
grave in the adjoining cemetery where each 
person placed a flower. Closing remarks were — 
made by Rey. John R. T. Hedeman, pastor of 
St. Mark’s, who as a boy knew Mr. Woods, 
and by Rev. Dr. A. S. Weber, during whose 
ministry at Faith Church this benefaction 
was made. 


Catechetical class of 1935 of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa. Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, pastor, in accordance with its 
own decision, attended preparatory ser- 
vice in a body, on Sunday morning, June 
2, and will again commune in a body on 
Whitsunday. On June 3, Ladies’ Auxil- 
iary held its last meeting of the season, 
preceded by a birthday social, of which 
three are held annually. Mrs. Rayman W. 
Reeser, president, was in charge. Camp 
Fire Girls held annual Mother-Daughter 
tea June 5, with Miss Helen I. Marburger 
in charge. Pastor’s and Mothers’ Bible 
Classes are planning, for the first time, 
to hold a union picnic on Mrs. E, W. 
O’Regan’s farm at Sinking Spring. Mr. 
Brooke L. Overholtzer will direct arrange- 
ments for Pastor’s Bible Class and Mrs. 
Poetter for Mothers’ Bible Class. 


One of the largest congregations that 
ever assembled in the worship room of St. 
Paul’s Church, Woodstock, Va., Rev. John 
B. Frantz, pastor, was deeply moved Palm 
Sunday evening when a choir of 40 voices, 
under the direction of Major Guy A. Ben- 
choff, Minister of Music, rendered the 
sacred cantata, “Olivet to Calvary”, by 
Maunder. The choir included 14 children 
who have been meeting each week under 
the instruction of Mrs. Benchoff; a group 
of young people meeting each week for 
instruction in Church musie under the 
direction of Major and Mrs. Benchoff, 
and a group of adults forming the nucleus 
of the present reorganized choir. The ean- 
tata was the first musical project spon- 
sored by the organization. On the evening 
of May 19 a children’s choir of 18 voices 
presented the program at the monthly 
musical service. In July the young people 
and adult members will participate in the 
annual Musical Festival at Masanatta : ~~ 
Springs under the direction of Dr. John 
Finley Williamson. Vestments presented = 
to the congregation by the choir were used — 
for the first time last Christmas. Worship 
services each Sunday morning have been 
greatly enriched by the fine work of the ¥ 
choir. Classes in Church music and hymn- 
ology continue this spring. a 
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The Synodical Committee on the Re- 
formed Churehmen’s League met at St. 
John’s Chureh, Lebanon, May 16, and 


spent the entire day in conference and 
making plans for effective work through- 
out the Eastern Synod. Rev. Chas. F. Free- 
man, chairman, had many fine suggestions 
to make to the Classical League Commit- 
tees, of whom 9 were represented, to- 
gether with a number of laymen from 
Bath, Pa., and Philadelphia. Elder Floyd 
Roshon of Pottstown is secretary. There 
are now upwards of 50 chapters in the 
Eastern Synod and many more are in 
process of formation. Definite plans were 
made for the retreat for laymen which 


will be held at Camp Mensch Mills on 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 24-25. De- 


tails of this program will be published 
later. .In connection with the spiritual 
retreat and devotional program a confer- 
ence will be held for the officers of 
various chapters of the League, at which 
time helpful suggestions will be given by 
those who are actually doing the work 
among men in our Synodical chapters. 
Those present seemed to be filled with 
the highest hopes and fresh enthusiasm 
for the promotion of the League in this 
great Synod under the guidance of Chair- 
man Freeman, who has a chapter in his 
own Chureh and knows how to inspire 
others. in this important and growing 
work. In the evening about 160 men from 
various Churches in Lebanon Classis met 
in St. John’s Church for a very inspiring 
service. The Rev. Dr. Louis W. Goebel, 
the Vice-President of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, delivered a heartening 
address, in which he commended the work 
of the League most highly and challenged 
the men to take a more active part in the 
work of the Church. Secretary Darms 
spoke on the man power of our Church 
and its tremendous possibilities for ef- 
fective Kingdom building. The service 
was led by Chairman Freeman and the 
pastor loci, Rey. C. B. Marsteller, under 
whose leadership this gathering was ef- 
fected. A male quartet of St. John’s add- 
ed greatly to the joy of the hour. 


May 15th of this year marked the 25th 
anniversary of Rev. Henri L. G. Kieffer, 
D.D., as pastor of the Evangelical Re- 
formed Church, Frederick, Md. On May 
12th, Dr. Kieffer preached his anniversary 
sermon, using as his subject, “The True 
Object of Preaching”, from the text, “For 
we preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus’ sake.” He reviewed briefly the cir- 
cumstances of his coming to Frederick,— 
called first to be the assistant to Dr. Esch- 
bach, and upon the death of Dr. Eschbach, 
his call to be pastor of the Chureh. He 
spoke of his installation service at which 
his father, Dr. J. Spangler Kieffer, of 
Hagerstown, preached the sermon; of his 
purpose through the years to preach Christ 
and to be a servant of his people. The 
chancel was decorated with palms and 
roses were placed on the altar by the 
junior congregation. On Wednesday even- 
ing, May 15th, the congregation held a 
reception in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Kieffer. 
Dr. and Mrs. Kieffer, their daughter, Mrs. 
Charles R. Rogers, Mr. A. LeRoy Mce- 
Cardell, and Mr. Arthur H. Doll received 
the guests. About 500 were present, in- 
cluding not only members of the congrega- 
tion, but friends of Dr. and Mrs. Kieffer 
in the community. During the evening a 
testimonial in appreciation of his ser- 
vices during the 25 years was presented 
to Dr. Kieffer. This was a simple but 
beautiful expression of the affection in 
which he is held by the members of his 
congregation. The Church parlors were 
beautifully decorated and musie was furn- 
ished throughout the evening by a string 
ensemble. The reception was in charge of 
a committee made up of the members of 
the Consistory and a representative from 
each of the organizations of the Church, 
with Mr. Arthur H. Doll as chairman, 


‘Dr. Kieffer has been a faithful servant of 
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Christ not only in his Chureh, but in the 
community as well. He has been an ardent 
supporter of every worthwhile cause, most 
notably that of the fight against the liquor 
traffic. He has been a real friend to the 
members of his congregation and to all the 
7 : 
people of Frederick as well. 


RECEIPTS OF THE BOARDS ON 
THEIR APPORTIONMENTS 


There is cause for rejoicing this month 
in that every one of the Boards received 
on its Apportionment a little more than 
during May of last year. We are, how- 
ever, still 8% behind the total receipts of 
all four Boards for the first five months 
of last year. There are many reasons why 
we should be at least 8% ahead. 


The figures are: 


Board January-April May Total 
Foreign Missions. .$38,981 $14,112 $53,093 
Home Missions.... 34,857 14,995 49,352 
Ministerial Relief. 8,001 38,629 11,631 
Christian Education 5,296 2,763 8,059 


There are many thousands of dollars of 
Apportionment money that have not yet 
been forwarded to the Boards. It will be 
a great help to the cause if this money 
is forwarded immediately, and if during 
June a special effort is made to contribute 
and send in large amounts, so that the 
Boards and those dependent upon them 
will not have to suffer unduly during the 
summer months. How many congrega- 
tions will pay one-half of the year’s Ap- 
portionment by the close of the half year, 
June 380th? William E. Lampe, 


Secretary 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


Two thousand persons annually attend 
the Cedar Crest College Greek drama 
given in the outdoor theater at commenée- 
ment time. This year’s production, “Anti- 
gone’’, will be presented on Thursday and 
Friday evenings, June 6 and 7, at 6.30 
Daylight Saving Time, with Kathleen 
Laubach of Northampton in the title role. 
The play will be given indors in ease of 
rain. 


Drama lovers from all parts of the state 
have been invited to this, the llth play 
the students have presented. Special music 
has been written by Pauline Schaadt 
Kocher of the Music Department. The 
dithyramb and main choruses, dressed in 
colorful costumes, designed, made, and 
dyed by the students themselves, are in 
charge of Dorothy K. Landis of the Physi- 
eal Education Department. Joyce Win- 
gerd of New Castle is in charge of the 
main cast, and Nadine Moore, soloist in 
St. Mark’s in the Bouwerie, New York, 
has been coaching the vocal music by the 
choral dancers. 


Members of the Lehigh Chapter, No. 60, 
of the Order of Ahepa of American citi- 
zens of Greek ancestry will attend the 
performance, and chapters from Potts- 


_ ville, Reading, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, 


Tamaqua, and other cities will be repre- 


.- sented. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 
SUSTAINS GREAT LOSS 


A storm struck our town and county 
and left devastation in its wake. It was 
early in the evening about 8.45 when the 
heavens grew dark. It began to thunder, 
and sheets of lightming repeated them- 
selves with alarming rapidity. The wind 
began to blow and trees began to bow 
and then just for two or more minutes 
the town was thrown into black darkness, 
with falling trees, screams, broken tele- 


phones, and then came nerve-wracking 


silence, followed by a heavy and rapid 
rain which continued all night. When the 
calm of the morning came it disclosed a 
terrible situation. Roofs were blown 
from the Girls’ Dormitory and _ Boys’ 
Dormitory. Windows were blown out, 
scarcely a glass left whole. The flag pole 
was broken in three parts. Shades and 
curtains with flag pole were the gifts 
of the Reformed Church at Milwaukee, 


Wis., through the kindness of Miss Ella 
Klumb. Some of the curtains and shades 
were blown away and we have not found 
them; others were torn into shreds. The 
bedding and furniture were badly dam- 
aged by soot, plaster and rain. The piano 
in the Girls’ Dormitory was damaged by 
rain, broken glass and pieces of wood. 
The estimated damage in town and county 
was more than $200,000. Trees said to be 
near 100 years old were blown from pri- 
vate lawns, parks and streets, more than 
two hundred of them. The school campus 
lost three trees. There was no insurance 
on furniture; hence our damage is an abso- 
lue loss. —Mrs. H. M. Wolfe 


THE FLAGS ARE STILL UP 


Once each year the editors of the Pro- 
testant religious journals of America meet 
in Washington to discuss their common 
problems. These gatherings of the Edi- 
torial Council of the Religious Press would 
be a surprise to most people of the various 
Churches represented; we suspect that 
they would be an inspiration to many. 
As we have said before, Church unity is 
an accomplished fact, not merely an ideal, 
among these journalists, if one is to judge 
by their spirit of goodwill and broad 
agreement on great issues. It is a group 
of men open-minded, alert, devoted. <A 
large portion of them are veterans in the 
editorial chair, used to dealing with the 
amazing vagaries and multitudinous points 
of view represented by the readers of their 
papers. Compared to the journals of mass 
circulation which have developed in the 
United States during the past quarter of 
a century, their papers are of compara- 
tively small circulation. But the aggre- 
gate circulation they represent would 
amaze the average citizen who thinks only 
in terms of individual periodicals. The 
power of this combined circulation is be- 
yond computation, as some sinister groups 
have realized too late and to their sor- 
row. The religious press has had hard 
sledding during these depression years; 
but with most of the papers such difficult 
going is not a new experience. Like The 
Churchman, many of them have endured 
more than a century of financial collapse 
and are still carrying on with flags whip- 
ping in the breeze. If one is to judge by 
the ‘spirit of the recent annual meeting 
in Washington, these battling editors are 
in high spirits and more determined than 
ever to do an effective job for the com- 
monweal.—The Churchman (New York). 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


The 30th Annual Visiting and Donation 
Day will be held on Thursday, June 13. 
As on former similar occasions, there are 
expected several thousand people who will 
visit the Home, and spend the larger part 
of the day there, and enjoy their associa- 
tion with the people of the Home and with 
friends. 


The Home’s buildings and grounds must 
be seen to be appreciated. Those who have 
been visiting the Home have been express- 
ing their delight in what they have seen. 
The Auxiliary is again preparing a hot 
dinner for the visitors. Numerous booths 
will sell homemade candies, soft drinks, ice 
cream, a variety of needlework. 


At 2 P. M., D. S. T., an interesting pro- 
gram will be rendered. Rey. P. A. DeLong, 
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Watsontown, president of the Eastern Syn- “Orange Peel” design on behalf of the 
od, will be one of the speakers and the Society to Miss Minerva Weil, of China. 

second address will be delivered by Rev. H. 

H. Rupp, D.D., of Lewisburg, Pa., who is A Japanese Luncheon featured the meet- 
the stated clerk of West Susquehanna Clas- ing of the Friendship Missionary Circle of 
sis. The Pioneer Band of Allentown will St. Mark’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., on May 
furnish the music. 20, The Cirele, of which Miss Rosa Zieg- 
The Mother’s Day offering of the Sun- ler is president, entertained as their guests 
day Schools and Churches throughout the the G. M. G. and several members of the 
Hastern Synod will constitute the bulk of W. M.S. Between the various courses of 
the donations that are to be received on Japanese food, talks were given by mem- 
that occasion. All such offerings should be bers of the Cirele. The real treat of the 
promptly sent to the Home so they may be evening was a talk given by Miss Helen 
printed and presented with the program Shirk, a missionary of the Lutheran 
for that day. Church, home on furlough from Japan. 
She demonstrated many Japanese customs 
iS ee SS = and told many interesting things about the 
(ol. commen ei = eta >a Japanese "people. The atmosphere of the 


W oman’s Missionary 
Society News 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


The Triennial Convention of the Wom- 
an’s Missionary Society of General Synod, 
so long talked about and planned for, has 
now gone into history. Every delegate who 
attended the many fine sessions, was stir- 
red by mingled feelings of pride in the 
fine work accomplished in the past three 
years; elation over the real business-like 
way in which all our business was han- 
dled; and hope that the next three years 
may bring our Woman’s Missionary Society 
organization graciously into a union with 
the Women’s Union of the Evangelical 
Synod, and bring about more nearly the 
ideal—“Every woman of the Church active- 
ly allied with the missionary work of the 
Church.” 

(Full accounts of this Convention will 
appear later in this column.) 


A Mission Band Rally of Goshenhoppen 
Classis was held in Wentz’s Church, Wor- 
cester, Pa., on Sunday, April 28, at 2 P. M. 
The program was in the form of a Japa- 
nese party. Fifty-seven children attended 
and 24 adults. The offering was sent for 
Kindergarten work in Japan. 


The beautiful Reservoir Hilltop in York, 
Pa., was the scene of the Spiritual Retreat 
of Zion ‘Classis, Potomac Synod, Sunday 
afternoon, May 19. The program, which 
consisted of readings, songs and prayer, 
was in charge of Mrs. I. A. Raubenhold, 
the Classical president. This Hilltop set- 
ting for a real service of prayer left a last- 
ing impression on the hearts of the 250 
people who attended. 


A Mother and Daughter Banquet was ar- 
ranged by the Ladies’ Circle of St. Paul’s 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., which was enjoyed 
by 250 persons in the Fellowship Hall of 
the Church Tuesday, May 14. The banquet 
was presided over by Mrs. G. A. Sayres, 
president, and was opened with a prayer 
by Mrs. T. A. Alspach. Following the 
banquet, group singing was enjoyed, then 
Mrs. Harry G. Hess made an address as 
the representative of the mothers. Miss 
Anne Buckwalter made the response for 
the daughters. There was also a guest 
speaker, Mrs. Sommerle of York, Pa., who 
spoke on “Mothers and Daughters.” Miss 
imma Bucher sang a solo accompanied by 
Mrs. Esther Esbenshade. The banquet was 
served by a group of ushers of the Church 
in charge of Mr. J. S. Stacks, president. 


A Life Membership was recently confer- 
red upon Mrs. Lizzie Hess, a faithful mem- 
ber of the W. M. §S. of Calvary Church, 
Bethlehem, Pa., who has missed only three 
meetings in ten years, as a joint gift from 
this W. M.S. and Mrs. Hess’ daughter, 
Mrs. Holman of Temple, Pa., who was a 
charter member of the Calvary G. M. G. 
The retiring president of this Society, Mrs. 
H. E. Renner, presented a quilt of the 


room was entirely Japanese in character 
due to the lanterns, parasols, low tables, 
tapestries, posters and numerous Japanese 
articles on display all about the room. 


GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 


Grace ‘Church, Philadelphia, was the 
place where the 50th wedding anniversary 
of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Warner was cele- 
brated on the evening of May 27th. They 
were married in Rieglesville, Pa., 50 years 
ago, but have lived in Philadelphia ever 
since. Mr. Warner was successful in busi- 
ness and retired some years ago. Since 
then, he has given most of his time, with- 
out remuneration sufficient to pay his ex- 
penses, to the work of the Church. He is 
an elder, teacher of a Bible Class of 45 
women, and treasurer of Grace Church, a 
member of committees of Philadelphia 
Classis, a member of the Board of the 
Bethany Orphans’ Home, treasurer of the 
Reformed Church General Synod and its 
Executive Committee, and is associate- 
treasurer of the General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. He 
seems to have no other interest than to 
aid others and to help build up the King- 
dom of God. 

It was very fitting that this celebration 
should be in the Church. It was under the 
auspices of the consistory, the choir, and 
the Women’s Bible Class. There were 
more than 150 guests. The happy couple 
were brought to the Church and entered 
to the strains of the Lohengrin ‘Wedding 
March. The pastor, Rev. U. C. Gutelius, 
D.D., offered prayer and made a brief ad- 
dress. The choir sang a half dozen beau- 
tiful and appropriate selections. Brief ad- 
dresses were made by Elder P. T. Nyce, 
representing the congregation, by Drs. J. 
Rauch Stein and William E. Lampe, rep- 
resenting the Church at large, and by Mr. 
Wilson H, Lear, brother-in-law of Mr. War- 
ner, representing the large family circle. 
Mr. and Mrs. Warner have the very best 
wishes of an unusually large group of 
friends for many more happy years. 

—W. E. L. 


CATAWBA COMMENCEMENT 


Catawba College held its commencement 
festivities May 25-28 under ideal weather 
conditions. As is customary, the general 
program was opened on Saturday evening, 
with the reception given to the Seniors by 
President and Mrs. Omwake. Besides the 
members of the class, parents, professors, 
and friends were there in large number; 
and the occasion was one of gracious hos- 
pitality on the part of the host and 
hostess, and of distinct enjoyment on the 
part of the guests. 

The baccalaureate service was held in 
the auditorium at 11 A. M. Sunday. The 
invocation was offered by Rev. W. S. Ger- 
hardt; Miss Virginia Sparger of the Class 
of 1935, sang two solos; Rev. W. 8. Hess, 
DADs read the Scriptures and offered pray- 
ers Dr. J. C. Leonard preached the ser- 
mon; and Rey. John C, Peeler pronounced 
the benediction. Dr. Leonard took his 
text from Nahum 1:3, “Jehovah hath His 
way in the whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of His feet.” 

Among other things, he exhorted his 
hearers to hold on to the true idea of God; 
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that God is immanent, and that it is the 
duty and privilege of Christians to find 
God and. to hold constant converse with 
Him. “We cannot, if we would, get away 
from our consciousness of the presence of 
God. ‘We must find our way back to the 
Merey Seat and there pour out our souls 
in sincere, heartfelt penitence before Him 
who alone can heal the “wounds of the 
nation.” 

At 8.45 on Sunday evening, a delightful 
musical recital was given in the Brodbeek 
Music Building. Seventeen numbers in 
piano and voice were rendered by students 
of the Music Department. This recital was 
given largely for the special enjoyment of 
the parents and friends of the graduates. 
The audience was larger than could be ae- 
commodated in the hall. 

Monday, May 27, was filled with meet- 
ings from morning till night. At 10 A. M., 
the Board of Trustees held a meeting at 
which degrees in course were awarded to 
66 students, and two honorary degrees to 
noted men. Dr. Omwake gave an adminis- 
trative report and also announced to the 
Board that through the co-operation of the 
City of Salisbury and friends of Catawha, 
the College was now in possession of a sci- 
entifically graded and drained baseball 
field, furnished with a permanent grand- 
stand; and surrounded with a fence. The 
Board re-elected its officers as follows: 
President, Mr. Edgar Whitener; 
president, Mr. H. A. Rouzer; secretary, 
Rev. Milton Whitener; treasurer, Mr. G. 
A. Fisher. 

At 1.30 P. M., the Alumni Association 
held its annual meeting, at which the offi-— 
cers were elected as follows: President, 
Foil Essick, of Lexington; vice-president, — 
J. W. Byers, of Salisbury; corresponding 
secretary, Miss Virginia Foil, of Salisbury; 


secretary-treasurer, T. W. Summersett, oleae 


of Salisbury; historian, Dr. Of Bs Michael, 
of Edinburg, Va. Definite aims were set 
for activities towards the enlargement of 
Catawba. The several forms of this en- 
largement are to be a larger student body, 


additional endowment, more buildings, and — 


other needed improvements, 

The Class-Day Program was rendered at 
4 P. M., on North Campus. It consisted 
of a class song, address of welcome, class 
history, class prophecy, last will and testa- 
ment, passing the mantle to the next class, 
presentation of the class gift to the Col- 
lege, and acceptance of the gift, by Presi- 
dent Omwake. At 6 P. M., the Alumni 
Dinner was held in the College Dining 
Hall. It was enjoyed by a large number 
of alumni and professors. The new gradu- 
ates were the special guests of honor. 

Monday was brought to a happy ending 
by the Blue Masque in their presentation 
of the comedy, “To the Ladies,” by Kauf- 
man and Connelly. <A large and enthusi- 
astic audience greeted the players. 
many friends were greatly pleased by the 
production, as it was probably the best 
program of the year. It was an all-Senior 
caste. 


lina "collegiate dramatic circles. 

The commencement proper negate on 
Tuesday, May 28, at 10 A. M., with the 
academic procession. Dr. Paul D. Yoder 
offered the invocation, after which Supt. 
Clyde A. Erwin delivered a masterly ad- 
dress to the graduates. 
were announced as follows: 1e 
Masque Cup, to Miss Audrey Lee Mei 
the Winecoff prize in Biology ($25) 
Miss Marion Merwin; the Buck Meal in 
Business Administration, to James Porter; — 
the Ingle Medal in Music, to Miss Virginia 
Sparger; the Plexico Medal in Journalism, 


to Miss Audrey Lee Owen; the Kiwanis 


Scholarship ($50), to Miss Margueri 
Woodson; the Aycock Athletic Medal, 
Robert Pearson; the Pioneer Keys, 
Miss Audrey Lee Owen, Miss Eleanor Fi 
ler, Miss Josephine Murdoch and Ge 
Dieter; the Whitener Medals to 
Eleanor Fowler and Porter Seiwell. — 

Registrar Cleaver presented 66 


vice- ~ 


These | 


The Blue Masque, for the second — 
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cum laude. Fifty-one received the degree 
of A.B.; six, B.S. in Business Administra- 
tion; four received B.S. in Home Eco- 
nomics; and five, B.S. in Music. Dr, Allen 
KX. Faust then presented Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction Clyde A. Erwin, for the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Pedagogy, 
and the Hon. Cameron Morrison, former 
United States Senator and ex-Governor of 
North Carolina, for the honorary degree of 
Doetor of Civil Law. Dr. Morrison then 
made a very effective address on the politi- 
eal thinking of our day. He is certain 
that we need sane thinkers, not radicals 
nor mossbacks, After the singing of “The 
Church’s One Foundation,’ and the pro- 
nouncing of the benediction by the Rey. 
Charles A. Phillips, the program was con- 
cluded. 

President and Mrs. Omwake gave an in- 
formal luncheon at their home~ Tuesday 
noon, honoring ex-Governor Cameron Mor- 
rison and Dr. Clyde Erwin. The guests 
included the members of the Board of 
Trustees and the members of the Faculty. 


—Allen K. Faust. 


DENOMINATIONAL AWARDS IN THE 
18TH ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 
ESSAY AND POSTER CONTEST 


All of the judges have completed their 
work, and the Stewardship Committee is 
glad to announce their decisions. 

Of the many Essays written, 286 were 
considered so good, by congregational and 
Classical judges of 41 Classes, that they 
were sent to the Stewardship Committee. 
Two Preliminary and three Final Judges 
in each group made independent choices 
and thus five Essays in each of the six 
groups were selected as most worthy of 
recognition. 


Of the Posters made, 155 were sent by 
the congregational judges direct to the 
Stewardship Committee, from 30 Classes. 
These were judged by three ministers, 
two women, and an elder. 


So many of the Essays and Posters 
- were excellent that the task of the judges 
was very difficult. Here are their deci- 
sions: 


Essay Awards 

Group A (9-11 years, inclusive)—1st, 
$10, Evelyn Peters, Columbus, Ohio; 2nd, 
$7, Marjorie Riley, Phoenixville, Pa.; 3rd, 
$3, Florence E. Knoll, Fleetwood, Pa.; 4th, 
book, June Hamilton, Danville, Pa.; 5th, 
book, Peggy Kessler, Danville, Pa. Pre- 
liminary Judges: Mrs. C. Fred Kuebler, 
Narberth, Pa.; Mrs. W. F. DeLong, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. Final Judges: Mrs. H. P. 
Ley, St. Bernard, Ohio; Mr. H. S. Lang, 
Altoona, Pa.; Rev. W. H. Causey, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C. 
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Group B (12-14 years, inclusive)—Ist, Poster Awards 
$15, Paul Kiewitt, Indianapolis, Ind.; 2nd, Group A (9-11 years, inclusive)—Ist, $8, 
$10, Virginia Vissing, Jeffersonville, Ind.; Susanna L. Schlatter, Archbold, 0. Hon- 
3rd, $5, Marie Jeanetta Hoffman, York, oyahle Mention: Ray Bicknese, Wheat- 
Pa.; 4th, book, Lottie Sue Fesperman, jand, Iowa; Meriam Haffey, Canal Win- 
Hagerstown, Md.; 5th, book, Helen Swit-  ¢hoster, O.; Julia Schnebly, Hagerstown, 


zer, Baltimore, Md. Preliminary Judges: 
Miss Elizabeth Craven, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Rev. Elmer E. Leiphart, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Final Judges: Mrs. H. W. Haberkamp, 
Belvidere, Tenn.; Mr. M. W. Witmer, 
Trappe, Pa.; Rev. Edward C. Stuebi, Holy- 
oke, Mass. 


Group C (15-17 years, inclusive)—Ist, 
$18, Mildred E. Gebhard, Womelsdorf, Pa.; 
2nd, $12, Richard Lautzenheiser, Louis- 
ville, Ohio; 3rd, $7, Irma M. Freitag, New 
Glarus, Wis.; 4th, book, Lillian Ida Stan- 
ley, Harmony, Pa.; 5th, book, June Seidel, 
Esterly, Pa. Preliminary Judges: Mrs. 
Virginia Gould, Philadelphia, Pa.; Mrs. 
Charles J. Dryfuse, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Final Judges: Mrs. John lL. Barnhart, 
Baltimore, Md.; Dr. J. Franklin Meyer, 
Washington, D. C.; Rev. Earl G. Kline, 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


Group D (18-21 years, inclusive)—lIst, 
#20, Matilda M. Peterman, Lionville, Pa.; 
2nd, $15, Mark Adam Wolf, West Lafay- 
ette, Ind.; 3rd, $10, Andrew Magyar, Jr., 
Cleveland, Ohio; 4th, $5, Alice Lanier, 
Hickory, N. C.; 5th, book, William Ernest 
Musselman, Millersburg, Ind. Preliminary 
Judges: Miss Helen L. Barnhart, York, 
Pa.; Rey. O. K. Maurer, Red Lion, Pa. 
Final Judges: Mrs. Oscar Walters, She- 
boygan, Wis.; Mr. C. E. Zimmerman, Mt, 
Pleasant, Pa.; Rey. EH. EH. Kresge, Ph.D., 
Lancaster, Pa 


Group E (Sunday Church School teach- 
ers and officers)—Ilst, $18, Mrs. Alfred J. 
Herman, Duquesne, Pa.; 2nd, $12, Mildred 
Hahn, Haston, Pa.; 3rd, $7, Donald A. 
Vaughn, Altoona, Pa.; 4th, book, Mrs. 
Charles V. Miller, Linfield, Pa.; 5th, book, 
Edward J. Sykes, Weatherly, Pa. Prelim- 


inary Judges: Rev. Charles W. Levan, 
D.D., Shiremanstown, Pa.; Rev. J. W. 
Meminger, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. Final 


Judges: Mrs. R. B. Meckstroth, Hunting- 
ton, Ind.; Mr. A. C. Laudenslager, Jen- 
kintown, Pa.; Rev. H. H. Wernecke, Web- 
ster Groves, Mo. 


Group F (laymen above 21 years)—Ist, 
$15, Ben R. Wagenknecht, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; 2nd, $10, Ruth Gordon, Esterly, Pa.; 
3rd, $5, Harry L. Detwiler, Phoenixville, 
Pa.; 4th, book, Hazel Bates, Fairfield, O.; 
5th, book, Charlotte Spiess, Archbold, O. 
Preliminary Judges: Mr. Otto Cullmann, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Mr. Wm. C. Wharten- 
by, Philadelphia, Pa. Final Judges: Mr. 
H;- ©. Knecht, Akron, O.; Rev. J. M. G. 
Darms, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. J. H. 
Apple, LL.D., Frederick, Md. 


Md.; Julia Wien, Esterly, Pa. 

Group B (12-14 years, inclusive) 
$10, Paul Kiewitt, Indianapolis, Ind. Hon 
orable Mention: Anna Gordon, Spring 
City, Pa.; Arlene Domer, Sugar Creek, O.; 
Raymond J. Pfeiffer, Oshkosh, Wis.; Elgar 
Green, Dayton. O. 

Group C (15-17 years, inclusive)—Ist, 
$10, Douglas Armsden, Buffalo, N. Y.; 2nd, 


Ist, 


$5, Edward W. Zetty, Warrington, Pa. 
Honorable Mention: Richard H. Yohn, 


Philadelphia, Pa.; Jane Engle, Waynes- 
boro, Pa.; Richard Renninger, Laneaster, 
Pa. 

Group D (18-21 years, inclusive)—Ist, 
$15, Evelyn Koehler, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
2nd, $10, Lester Ketler, Canton, O. Honor- 
able Mention: Bessie N. Peek, Downing- 
town, Pa.; Ruth Pryor, Sioux City, Lowa; 
Mary Nistor, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Denominational Judges: Mrs. U. C. Gute- 
lius, Philadelphia, Pa.; Mrs. H. D. Wen- 
ner, Philadelphia, Pa.; Mr. E. S. Fretz, 
Collegeville, Pa.; Rev. H. J. Christman, 
D.D., LL.D., Webster Groves, Mo.; Rev. 
Frederick Kramer, Bellerose, L. I., N. Y.; 
Rev. Russell D. Custer, Milltown, N. J. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 

Miss Kowalska, from the Recreational 
Department of the City of Reading, and 
whose work in Institutions is financed by 
the Junior League, has completed the pro- 
gram of recreational activities at Bethany. 
She presented a special recreational pro- 
gram on Tuesday, May 21, which was 
enjoyed by all. The children received 
much help from Miss Kowalska’s activi- 
ties at Bethany, and it gives them a differ- 
ent interpretation of life. 

The Highth Grade commencement of Hei- 
delberg Township Schools was held on Fri- 
day evening, May 24. Mr. Richard Moll, 
Robesonia, who is Assistant County Super- 
intendent of the Department of Publie In- 
struction, presented the diplomas. 

The following children were presented 
with their diplomas: Robert Berger, First 
Church, Reading; Agnes Fisher, Hain’s 
Church, Wernersyille; June Wenrich, St. 
Paul’s Church, Pine Grove; Margaret Dill- 
man, Zion Church, Ashland; Russel Galen, 
St. Paul’s Church, Fleetwood; David Sel- 
lers, Richfield Church; William Jones, 
Christ Church, Norristown. 

The School has come to a close and the 
children have been assigned to their regu- 
lar duties for the summer. The boys were 
assigned, as far as possible, to the types 
of work in which’ they are interested. 
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WHEN DOUBT COMES 
A Prayer 
Didst Thou ever know the chill of 
doubt, O Son of Man, 

Treading the wine-press alone, fac- 
ing ever forward, so surely? 
Yet, as Thou wert—and art—truly 
Man, Thou wilt understand 
Our faltering, and wilt believe in us 
when we no longer believe 

In ourselves! 


Thou wilt say: “Let Me see for you; 
Walk with Me—ye too shall see.” 
* Amen, 


—Addison H. Groff 
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“Why don’t the policemen pay their 
fare?” inquired the old gentleman on the 
trolley ear, observing that no money had 
passed between the officer and the con- 
ductor. 

“Well, you know,” explained the con- 
ductor, “you can’t get a nickel out of a 
copper.” 


Reid had asked again and again whether 
daddy had got home. Each time his 
mother answered: “Not yet.” 

Finally he sighed a disgusted sigh: 
“Well, how long is it from now to yet?” 


—Indianapolis News. 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


CHILDREN’S HANDS 


Text, Psalm 24:4, “He that hath clean 
hands.” 


The word “hand” is used almost 2,000 
times in the Bible, showing that it is an 
important word. The hands of children 
are also very useful, as well as the hands 
of adults. Much good may be done by the 
hands of children, and their hands may be 
trained to become quite accomplished. 

When Jesus entered into Jerusalem, 
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shortly before His crucifixion, He was 
greeted by His friends and by the multi- 
tude, who spread their garments upon the 
way, and some of them strewed branches, 
which they had cut from the trees, on the 
way; and they that went before Him and 
those who followed Him, cried, saying, 
“Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest.” 

The hands of the people had a promi- 
nent part in this demonstration, as well 
as their voices, for they handled the gar- 
ments and the palm branches that were 
strewn in the path of Jesus. And the chil- 
dren also had a part in this welcome. They 
helped to sing “Hosannas,” and the artists 
have pictured them with palm branches in 
their hands, lifting them up in honor of 
Jesus as they sang His praises. 

On the coming Children’s Day, the hands 
and the voices of the children will be ae- 
tive in the service of Jesus, and His heart 
will rejoice as they honor Him with hands 
and hearts and voices. They bring some 
of the flowers with which God’s house is 
beautified; they recite and sing in honor 
of their King; with their bright and happy 
faces they bring joy and cheer to all. Let 
us imagine we hear them say: 


“We bring the flowers for Children’s Day 
3ecause they are so bright and fair; 
They make the ‘Church look sweet and 

ga 
And that is why we place them there. 
They bring us cheer and happiness, 
And brighten all our Children’s Day; 
God made them grow that they might 
bless 
His children on life’s rugged way. 


“And while we sing, they smile and smile, 
For that is how their God they praise; 
~ They shed their fragrance all the while, 
And bow their heads in humble grace. 
Our hearts are glad, our faces bright, 
As on this day we praise the Lord; 
We sing to Him with all our might, 
To thank Him for His holy word.” 


In the psalm from which our text is tak- 

en the writer asks: 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy place?” 

And he answers by saying, 

“He that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; ; 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto false- 
hood, 

And hath not sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from the 
Lord, 

And righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.” 


You all know what “clean hands” means, 
at least—so far as washing and scrubbing 
them is concerned. When your mother 
asks you, “Are your hands clean?” she 
means, have you washed your hands? But 
there are two ways of soiling or staining 
your hands. When the psalmist says, “He 
that hath clean hands,” he means another 
kind of cleansing. 

If you play or dig in the garden, your 
hands become soiled, but a good scrub 
with soap and water usually makes them 
clean. But the other way in which you 
may stain your hands is by doing some- 
thing mean, or unworthy, or dishonest. 
When the hands are soiled in this way no 
amount of washing or scrubbing with soap 
and water will not make them clean in 
the way which the Bible means when it 
speaks of “clean hands.” There is only 
one way in which your hands can be made 
clean and your heart pure, and that is by 
going to Jesus and asking Him to make 
and keep them clean, 


Your hands may be soiled by stealing. 
If you take what does not belong to you, 
whether it be large or small, valuable or 
of trifling value, you will stain your hands 
in a way that nothing but the blood of 
Jesus can make them clean. 

Another thing that stains the hands is 
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hatred, or cruelty. If you hate any one 
so that you want to injure them or do them 
harm, then you will have a black stain 
upon your hand. Cain stained his hands 
in this way when he slew his brother Abel. 
And John asks in his first epistle, “And 
wherefore slew he him?” And answers, 
“Because his works were evil, and his 
brother’s good.’ When David had com- 
mitted his great sin, he cried out, “Against 
thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
that which is evil in thy sight.” And he 
cried out to God: 

“Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 


x 


Purify me with hyssop, and I. shall be 


clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. 
* *% * 


Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a right spirit within me.” 


He knew where to go for help .and for- 
giveness, and God washed away his sin. 

In Shakespeare’s tragedy of “Macbeth,” 
Lady Macbeth had committed murder. She 
walked in her sleep and talked about her 
hands as she rubbed them. Some of her ex- 
clamations are: “Yet here’s a spot.” ‘Out, 
damned spot! out, I say!” “What! will 
these hands ne’er be clean?” ‘“Here’s the 
smell of the blood still: all the perfume of 
Arabia will not sweeten this little hand. 
Oh! oh! oh!” 

This shows what a guilty conscience will 
lead to, and how it will torture one who 
has stained hands and a sinful heart. 

The hands may be stained by greed, by 
dishonest dealing with others, and in nu- 
merous other ways. But it takes more than 
soap and water to wash these stains away. 
The best thing to do is to shun the things 
which soil the hands in this way. And the 
next best thing, in case you have soiled 
your hands by wrongdoing, is to stop at 
once and go to God and tell Him about it. 
Confess your sin, show your sorrow for 
having done wrong, and ask God to give 
you clean hands and a pure heart. Then 
be sure never to repeat the sin again. God 
will forgive you, and you will have peace 
of mind. 

There was once a Russian princess who 
lived in a wonderful palace of ice. Her 
parents were very wealthy and she had 
lots of fine toys; but she loved best of all 
to play in the beautiful garden which lay 
around the palace. She was quite con- 
tented and happy until one day she peeped 
through a hole in the high hedge which 
surrounded the garden. Beyond the hedge 
she espied some flowers which looked far 
more gorgeous than those in her own gar- 
den. She was just going to squeeze her- 
self through the hedge when her nurse 
pulled her back and told her that although 
the flowers looked so fine, they were really 
poisonous and if she plucked them they 
would stain her hands forever. 

Well, the princess was like a great many 
people who are older and wiser. Just be- 
cause the flowers were forbidden they 
seemed all the more desirable. And the 
more she thought about them the more she 
wanted them. So, at last, she found an 
opportunity to escape from her nurse. She 
broke through the hedge and gathered a 
great bunch of the gorgeous flowers and 
she carried them back in triumph to show 
her nurse how foolish she had been to 
forbid them. 

But when she laid down her bouquet and 
looked at her hands, she saw that they 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


That this should be a sufficient 
answer to a ‘please remit’’— 


Automobile—Crash. 


Hospital—Cash. 
Bills payable, now delayable. 


—Now and Then 


were all stained just as if they had been 
burned black. Moreover, the fumes arising 
from the flowers had darkened her face 
and dimmed her eyes. And the worst of 
it was that she was never quite the same 
afterwards. Her face never became really 
white again, and she always sat with her 
hands hidden in her lap, palms downward, 
to hide the ugly stains that would not 
come off. For the sin of disobedience and 
the expected pleasure of a few moments 
she suffered during the remainder of her 
life. Many a one has suffered in the same 
way for sin committed. 

As St. John tells us in the first chapter 
of his first epistle: “The blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceived our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and right- 
eous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 


HE KNEW EVERYTHING—BUT 


The late Judge Oliver Wendell Holmes 
despised the men and young women who 
write in praise of Bolshevism, free love 
and atheism. Judge Holmes said at a din- 
ner in Washington: 

“An old minister on a train was bored 
by one of these writers. The young man 
laid down the law in the foolish way he 
does in his stories, and finally the old 
minister said: 

““Between us two, my friend, I believe 
we know everything.’ 

“Tyo you really think so, sir?’ 

“*Yes,” said the old minister. ‘You 
know everything except that yow’re a fool, 
and I know that.’ ” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — BEHEAD AND 
CURTAIL THESE, No. 4 


Moment 


omen—men 
Scores—core—ore 
Grasps—rasp—asp 
Wanted—ante—ant 


Swears—wear-—ear 
Pleads—lead—lea 
Snails—nail—ail 
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MAKE 10 OUT OF THESE 20, No. 25 


1. Ante 11. sake 
2. Mop 12. less 
3. Mil 13. lorn 
4, Pur 14. lope 
Hg AOE 15. less 
6. Friend 16. lion 
ton Hor 17. pet 
8. For 18. line 
9. Fault 19. loin 
10. Faith 20. ship 
A.M. S. 


Mother: “Why, Johnny, what have you 
done with all your money? Your money- 
box is empty!” 


Johnny: “Well, Mother, yesterday was a . 


rainy day, so I spent it.”—Exchange. 


Teacher: “What little boy can tell me 
the home of the swallow?” 
Bobby (waving an eager hand): “The 
home of the swallow is in the stomach!” 
—American Girl. 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Because I want you to grow strong i 
body: morning dips, classes in swimmi 
and in life-saving; nourishing food p 
ned by our Pennsylvania Dutch cooks 
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of sleep; because I want you to grow 
strong in mind: to learn how we live, how 
we grow, why we want no more drink and 
no more war; and because I want you to 
grow strong in heart: to find God not only 
during Morning Watch and on Vesper 
Hill, but in the eyes of other boys and 
girls, counselors and comrade-teachers; and 
to open your heart so wide that friends 
around the world may find room there; I 
want you to enroll now, for Mensch Mill— 
for our third Intermediate Camp! Nor 
shall I even tell you the dates! All Pll 
whisper is: “Hustle your ‘Tell me all about 
Intermediate Camp’ postcard to Director 
Fred D. Wentzel, Schaff Building, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia.” So here’s to 
you, my campers: strong of body, mind and 
heart! 


MAGNIFYING THE HOME 
DEPARTMENT 


Dr. C. A. Hauser 


Not so many years ago the Home De- 
partment was one of the high spots of 
interest and activity in Sunday School 
work. This interest has declined, but we 
hope only temporarily, since there are un- 
realized opportunities here for Christian 
education. 

Both the awakening and the decline of 
interest in this work, can easily be ex- 
plained. In a day when increase of num- 
bers was stressed out of due proportion, 
the Home Department served a purpose 
peculiarly adapted to reach this objec- 
tive. The Home Department went after 
“the can nots and will nots” in a sys- 


' tematic fashion hardly equalled by any 


other phase of Sunday School work. It 
goes without saying that the ultimate pur- 
pose of this department was religious in 
the highest and noblest sense. The in- 
tention was to tie the entire adult mem- 
bership of the congregation and others 


standing in close relationship to it, into~ 


a unity of spirit and corporate solidarity 
through the study of the Bible as offered 
by the Sunday School. Willing Home De- 
partment Superintendents and visitors de- 
dicated themselves to this task with rare 
devotion and painstaking effort. 

The decline of interest in this field of 
activity may be traceable to several major 
causes. First, the decreased emphasis on 
numbers, in recent times, and second the 
rising standards of Christian education. 
As is well known to Church folk there 
has been a widening of the concept of the 
Sunday School into that of the school of 
Christian living. This term implies a cor- 
responding improvement by way of a 
more definite statement of the objectives 
of Christian education, in methods of 
teaching and in enrichment of source mate- 
rials. A more thorough knowledge of the 
Bible is demanded and a greater stressing 
of the use of Bible knowledge in indivi- 
dual daily living and in social conduct. 

All this has tended to minimize the 
value of the Home Department as an edu- 
cational auxiliary of the Church. 

The remedy is not to be found in setting 
aside or neglecting so valuable an agency 
as the Home Department, but in giving 
such thought and attention to it, that it 
will have a chance to rise up and move 
on the same educational level on which 
the remainder of our modern Sunday 
School work is moving. If it is true that 
the home is the basic social institution, 
and the Christian home is the highest type 
of home we know, then the Church has as 
one of its fundamental duties the religious 
stimulation of the home, through guidance 
in Christian thought and practice. 

The Board of Christian Education as a 
part of its promotion of the current spec- 
ial emphasis of “Christ in the Life of the 
Home” has given thought to this and has 
made it an important part of future pol- 
icy, to build up a Home Department pat- 
tern that will expand the former plan of 
enrolling Home Department members and 
distributing to them the Home Depart- 
ment Quarterly. The plan presupposes a 
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CHURCH 


full fledged educational process based on 
the same thorough definition of religious 
objectives, ways of teaching and source 
materials found in every other department 
of the Chureh School. Literature bearing 
on this advancement is available and has 
been sent to pastors and superintendents. 
As a more appropriate name for this ad- 
vance, the name “The Home Extension 
Department of the Church School” has 
been suggested. In view of the strategic 
position of the home in the life of Church 
and state, let us seek to magnify the 
former Home Department. - 


Young Douglas had reached the age of 
seven when he was promoted to the dignity 
of having a room to himself. His fond 
parents had furnished it with great care 
and showed it to him with no little pride 
and satisfaction. 

Douglas viewed it in silence. 

“Now, son,” said his father, “this furni- 
ture is of the best. It will last you a life- 
time.” 

Still Douglas kept silent. 

“Don’t you like it, Douglas?” 

“Oh, yes, I like it. But how do I know 
my wife will like it?” 

—Christian Science Monitor. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family’— 
Froebel 


DEBILITATING DEVOTION 
Frances McKane 


“Ronald and I have never been separ- 
ated for a day since he was born,’ was a 
favorite remark of Mrs, Manning’s. 

This was always received with polite 
murmurs by her friends, though privately 
some of them questioned the wisdom of 
this kind of devotion. In spite of her 
constant watchfulness, with its attendant 
personal sacrifices, Ronald seemed a very 
spoiled boy. 

But Mrs. Manning continued to bathe 
him, dress him, prepare his meals, and to 
be his inseparable companion from the 
time he got up in the morning until the 
last bedtime story at night. He was now 
four. 

It is true she had once felt in need of 
a rest and had been persuaded to leave 
Ronald in charge of a capable nursemaid, 
but that evening a distracted voice came 
over the wires telling her that Ronald 
had screamed and screamed ever since she 
had left and would Mrs. Manning please 
come home at once. 

She never left him again, until 
found herself facing a month in the 


she 
hos- 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 

—In Canada all canned fruits 
and vegetables must bear 
the grade labels Fancy, 
Choice, Standard or Second 
Quality. 

Fresh American hams are 
shipped frozen to Scotland 
for curing in that country. 

—Milk bottles were first used 
in 1878 by Alexander Camp- 
bell in Brooklyn. 

—tThe primacy of wheat flour 
as a breadstuff is due to its 
high gluten content, varying 
from 8 to 16 per cent. 


These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer In- 
formation, New Jersey State De- 
partment of Agriculture. 
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pital. She had no choice then but to leave 
Ronald to the care of someone else. 

“Now, Kate,” said her large, 
sister-in-law, “you needn’t worry about 
Ronald. I will take him home, and he 
can play with my boys. If you are going 
to send him to kindergarten, he will have 
to get used to strangers.” 

“T suppose you are right,” sighed Mrs, 
Manning, “but I am afraid he has been 
spoiled and will make a great fuss at first. 
Somehow I never thought of the trouble 
there would be if I became sick and had 
to leave him.” 

When Ronald found himself transferred 
to Aunt Jane’s and no sign of his be- 
loved mother, who had waited on him so 
constantly during all his four years, he 
began to seream and then to ery and sob. 
It was a procedure that had never before 
failed to bring the desired result, but this 
time no mother came. 

Bedtime arrived and an exhausted Ron- 
ald was foreed to submit, though not with- 
out a struggle, to being undressed by 
strange hands, and carried up to bed. It 
was a great relief to Aunt Jane and all 
the rest of the family when the unhappy 
little fellow fell asleep. 

The next day was in part a repetition 
of the first, but, gradually, Ronald came 
to understand that no amount of scream- 
ing would bring his mother to him, and 
he began to take an interest in his new 
home and his three little cousins. j 


kindly 


Mrs. Manning had jealously guarded 
Ronald from becoming intimate with the 
neighboring children. Théy were “too 


rough”, or “not the right kind of children 
for Ronald to play with”. So it was not 
strange that Aunt Jane was called on a 
good many times during that first week to 
settle disputes between Ronald and the 
other children. 

Mealtimes had never been very peaceful 
in the Manning household. But at Aunt 
Jane’s house no one fussed over Ronald’s 
meals or seemed to pay much attention 
to what he ate. After a strenuous morn- 
ing playing out-of-doors, his cousins ate 
what was put before them, and Ronald 
soon had such an appetite that he, too, 
ate his meals without a murmur. 

Then came the day when Ronald was 
taken to see his mother and a new little 
brother. How surprised and delighted 
Mrs. Manning was to see his rosy cheeks 
and his bright happy expression! Holding 
his own against three little cousins and 
becoming of necessity an agreeable play- 
mate at the same time, had rubbed off a 
lot of sharp corners. 

What she thought, no one knew. Would 
she repeat the mistake? And would she 
continue in it so persistently that per- 
haps, for one or both of her sons, her 
loving devotion would prove their undo- 
ing? 


“T think all enlightened students of edu- 
cation now recognize the importance of 
kindergarten education in our system of 
publie instruction. It is an invaluable 
link between home and school and begins 
eonstructively the process of socialization 
which is essential to the proper develop- 
ment of childhood.”—J. A. Hill, President, 
The West Texas State Teachers College, 
Canyon, Texas. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 W. 40th St.. New York City, will be 
glad to aid anyone wishing to get a kin- 
dergarten opened. Write for leaflets and 
advice. 


Teacher: “What do they eall the instru- 
ment the French use for beheading peo- 
ple?” 

Bobby: “The Gillette, I think.” 

—Selected. 


“Little Girl: “Mother, you know that 
valuable old vase you said had been hand- 
ed down from generation to generation.” 

Mother: “Yes.” 

Little Girl: “Well, this generation has 
dropped it.”—-Vancouver Province. 


— 
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The Family Altar 


John W. Myers, Louisville, Ky. 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 10-16 

Memory Verse: “It is required in Stew- 
ards that a man be found faithful.” I 
Corinthians 4:2. 

Memory Hymn: “Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul” No. 336. 

Theme: Christian Stewardship. 


Monday: Stewardship Commanded 
Depteronomy 8:11-20 

Men are always tempted to say, “My 
power and the might of my hand hath got- 
ten me this wealth.” This is the inclina- 
tion to forget God and follow after other 
gods. Israel is reminded that if they for- 
get God as the Giver of all, Israel will 
perish like the dispossessed people. The 
warning was particularly timely in view 
of the fact that the nature of the land 
which Jehovah was about to give His 
people, was fertile; had a wealth of iron, 
basalt, copper and other resources, and 
luxuries would be easily acquired. Then, 
as now, the generosity of such gifts calls 
for exceptional care against pride, self- 
sufficieney and forgetfulness of Provi- 
dence. This reminder of Moses becomes 
more urgent in wealthy America. Do we 
let “things” blind our hearts to God, or 
use them to help express our gratitude to 
Him? 

Prayer: Teach us, Father, both the sub- 
tle danger and the tremendous value of 


money. Keep us from the menace of lov-’ 


ing it, but help us to know the power for 
good that comes through using it aright. 
Amen. 


Tuesday: Stewardship Neglected 
Malachi 3:7-12 


Just as a sate can be opened by certain 
combinations or laws, so the storehouses 
of God, especially spiritual, can be opened 
by those who would,—either individuals 
or nations. Israel had forgotten God. Mal- 
achi reminded them that they were still 
tricksters like their father, Jacob. They 
drove close bargains; they were selfish 
when it came to offerings for the Lord; 
they did not pay their “apportionment”. 
Things in general went bad with them. 
They blamed God. They had a depres- 
sion—mainly spiritual—when God was 
ready to pour out the stores of heaven. 
Why? Because they had not met God’s 
requirements to receve the blessings He 
had to offer. Trouble comes, not because 
God has changed, but because people do 
not keep their part of the covenant. 

Prayer: O Thou, who suppliest and mul- 
tipliest our seed for sowing, and increas- 
est the fruit of our righteousness, as Thou 


SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION OF 
MINNESOTA CLASSIS 


Minnesota Classis met in Trinity Church, 
LaCrosse, Wis., in connection with the ob- 
servance of the 70th anniversary of the 
congregation. The congregation observed 
the occasion with a complete week of serv- 
ices beginning on Sunday, Apr. 28, and 
ending on Sunday, May 5. 

Classis was formally opened with serv- 
ices in charge of the Rev. Walter Stuckey 
of Wabasha, Minn., retiring president. The 
Rev. W. H. Schlinkman, Milwaukee, of the 
Evangelical Church, gave the sermon, using 
as his text, Psalm 2, the last sentence of 
verse 12. The general theme of Classis 
was taken from Romans 14:19, “Let us 
therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace; and the things wherewith 
one may edify the other.” 


dost give us temporal blessings, may we 
be enriched in everything unto all liber- 
ality. Amen. 


Wednesday: Stewardship Practised 
II Corinthians 8:1-9 


The secret of the large offering “for 
the Saints”, from the Churehes of Mace- 
donia, lies in the fact that “they gave 
themselves to the Lord to begin with” 
(Moffatt’s translation). Money goes where 
the interests of people lie. If persons are 
self-centered, their money is spent on 
themselves; if their interest is in a hob- 
by, they spend their money there; if it 
is in building the Kingdom of God on 
earth, money will be forthcoming for that 
purpose. Paul used this incident with the 
Church of Corinth, not to provoke rivalry 
between these Churches, but to inspire 
the people to manifest in this gift the 
same degree of devotion which they had 
shown in other phases of the Church work. 
To us it says, help others when you are 
able. Later, conditions may be reversed. 

Prayer: Dear Saviour, help us to under- 
stand how great are the small offerings 
of those who give sacrificially. May we, 
therefore, establish in childhood the habit 
of worshipping with our means, that we 
may know how to increase our wealth. 
Amen. 


Thursday: Stewardship Rewarded 
Matthew 25:14-23 


This parable plainly teaches the fol- 
lowers of Jesus the importance of the 
consecration of the gifts God has intrusted 
to us, and to show that though we vary 
in our several capacities the spirit of 
faithfulness and dependability in the per- 
formance of our trust is equally required 
of all. Such a quality of character en- 
riches our endowments and qualifies us 
for larger trusts, while neglect and lazi- 
ness result in loss and deterioration of 
our original endowments. Modern psyelol- 
ogy has verified this teaching. The un- 
used capacity, mental, moral, as well as 
physical, becomes the lost capacity. Do 
not be afraid to use your ability even if 
you have a limited amount only. The slug- 
gard loses even that which he hath. 

Prayer: O God, we thank Thee for Thy 
command, “Cast thy bread upon the 
waters”, with the accompanying promise, 
“For thou shalt find it after many days”. 
We praise Thee that Thy divinely ap- 
pointed dividends never fail. Amen. 


Friday: Stewardship Directed 
I Corinthians 16:1-9 
Like anything worthwhile, offerings 
need to be carefully planned. No cook 
can do her best if she gets out for a meal 
just what “happens” to be in the pantry 
or refrigerator. Paul exhorts his follow- 
ers at Corinth to lay away some of their 
income for the Church offering before they 


On Wednesday morning the Preparation 
for the Holy Communion was observed, 
with the Rev. R. A. Most of Fountain City, 
Wis., delivering the sermon. The confer- 
ences for ministers and elders were held 
on Wednesday afternoon t oallow Classis 
to hear Rev. George Shepard of the North- 
side Presbyterian Church of LaCrosse, Wis., 
read a paper on “The Minister and His Use 
of the Bible.” The conferences were suc- 
cessful and arrangements for similar con- 
ferences are to be made next year. On 
Wednesday evening the Rev. Dr. Diehm of 
St. Paul, Minn., delivered a fine sermon. 
Dr. Diehm is the oldest active minister of 
Classis, having served for 52 years, and 
“still going strong,” to use his expression. 
The sacrament of Holy Communion was 
administered on Thursday at 8.30 A. M. 
The Rev. F. C. Klein of LHitzen, Minn., 
brought the Communion meditation. The 
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spend any of it. When the Church en- 
velope gets its portion early in the week 
or on pay day, God’s work will not be 
slighted. In these times of strain and 
pressure, many Christians hesitate to 
promise to pay a definite amount to the 
Chureh. Unless a person is a tither and 
gives his tenth regularly as it comes in, 
he will not do his part under a loose no- 
pledge system. 
Prayer: 
May we Thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 
And gladly as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our first-fruits give. 
Amen. 


Saturday: Stewardship Encouraged 
II Corinthians 9:6-15 


Giving is compared with the sower. 
One cannot reap without having first 
sown. One who sows little reaps little; 
one who sows lavishly reaps lavishly. 
Again, one is not to give by compulsion. 
The gift which God appreciates most must 
be given cheerfully. And the same God 
who multiplies the farmer’s seeds will 
multiply your good deeds. Men will reeog- 
nize the true meaning of your service only 
if they see the outcome of your creed in 
your conduct. St. Paul was convinced 
that Churches thanking God for each other 
and praying for their growth in all good- 
ness, were a blessing from God beyond 
the power of words to express. Let us 
continue to pray for one another. : 

Prayer: Help us, Thy servants, O God, 
to be taught by the Holy Spirit how con- 
tinually to bring our gifts both of sub- 
stance and of service in holy consecration. 
Amen. 


Sunday: Stewardship in Worship 
Psalm 96:1-8 


This psalm is a triumphant song of 
praise to God contrasting His power and 
glory with the nothingness of the heathen 
idols, calling all the earth to worship Him, 
exulting in His rule, and calling all na- 
tions to rejoice in the prospeet of His 
coming in judgment. It took a great God 
to deliver His children from captivity. 
He is the incomparable God. The psalms 
in this collection continually refer to 
heathen gods as impotent and worthless, 
while Jehovah is very great. God is to be 
praised with our voices, with our sub- 
stance, with lives of beauty and holiness. 
Let us think on how we can improve the 
quality of our worship of God. 

Prayer: Our lives are before Thee, Al- 
mighty God, as an open book. Help us to 
know Thee as we should so that we can 
worship Thee as we ought. Amen. 


HE’S LEARNING 
Landly: “V’ll give you just three days 
in which to pay your board.” 
Student: “All right; TV’ll pick the Fourth 
of July, Christmas, and Easter.” ? 


—The Pathfinder. 


Revs. Walter Stuckey and Edmund De- 
buhr of Waukon, Iowa, distributed the ele- 
ments. On Thursday evening the Rev. Ed- 
ward Mohr of Alma, Wis., delivered the 
sermon, with the Rev. C. F. Wichser of 
Rice Lake, Wis., in charge of the liturgy. 
Classis closed on Friday at noon to meet 
in adjourned session for the purpose of 
examination and licensure of Student Er- 
vin Florin of the Mission House, who com- 
pletes his course of theological preparation 
in June. At the Friday morning devotion- 
al service the Rey. Frank Stucki of Wau- 
kon, Iowa, made a fine contribution to the 
session in his sermon. 
ity Church made splendid contributions to 
the services, and on Thursday evening the 
Froshinn Maennerchor of LaCrosse sang 
two selections to honor the memory of 1 
late Rev. Mr. Andreas, who was pastor 
Trinity for many years, and during | h 

iy Pom | 


The choir of Trin- — 


JUNE 6, 1935 


time was instrumental in organizing the 
group of men that continues to function 
admirably in the Maennerchor. 

The Rev. Edmond Debuhr of Waukon, 
Iowa, was elected president of Classis for 

_the following year. The Rev. Walter Stue- 
key of Wabash, Minn., gave the report of 
the president on the State of the Chureh 
on Wednesday morning. From it the fol- 
lowing items are taken: An increase of 15 
in members in the 19 congregations, and 18 
Church Schools report a total increase in 
enrollment of 200. The year ending Dec. 
31, 1934, was one of activity and progress, 
and the pastors report a general increase 
in attendance and interest. Among the re- 
tired ministers the Rey. Mr. Sill of Wau- 
kon, and the Rev. J. Rosenau of Plymouth, 
Wi is., reported physical infirmities that 
brought suffering. Brother Sill was con- 
fined to the hospital in LaCrosse at the 
time of the Classis session. Brother Ros- 
enau is able to preach occasionally, but 
was unable to attend Classis. The Rev. 
K. Koepke resigned his pastorate in Zion 
Church, LaCrosse, to accept a call to 
Philadelphia. 

“The financial situation in the entire 
Classis is somewhat better than last year. 
Benevolent giving increased $635, and con- 
tributions for congregational purposes in- 
creased $2,184.” The indebtedness on the 
Church property was reduced by $775. Im- 
provements on the Churches and the par- 
sonages were made in a number of the 
congregations. 

The report of the president concludes: 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped Minne- 
sota Classis. We pray that He may con- 
tinue to bless the pastors, the consistories, 
and the congregations in their mutual 
‘work of faith, and labor of love, and pa- 
tience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ’.” 


Edw. Mohr, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


CHURCH PLANNING HELP 
AVAILABLE TO EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCHES 


Pastors, building committees, and archi- 
tects concerned with new Church building, 
rebuilding, enlarging or equipment pro- 
jects, may secure helpful counsel and serv- 
ice made available to all our Churches by 
the Interdenominational Bureau of Archi- 
tecture. 

The bureau was established last year by 
the Home Missions Council during the pres- 
idency of Dr. Schaeffer. The director, Rev. 
E. M. Conover, has had more than 15 years’ 
experience in counseling and advising 
Churches engaged in building or remodel- 
ing enterprises. 

A request addressed to the office of the 
Bureau, Room 419, 105 ..ast 22nd Street, 
New York City, will bring a blank for 
use in studying the local conditions and 
‘representing the needs. A study of each 
pee situation will then be made and 

a program of definite suggestions provid- 
ed. In most cases these suggestions will 
be illustrated by blue-prints of outline or 
suggestive plans. This service is free to 
Churches of the twenty-four constituent 
denominations of the Home Missions 
Council, 

The director visits and counsels local 
Churches or sends specially competent archi- 
tects for this purpose. The charges are 
defined and agreed to in each case. When 
a number of Churches join for a visit, the 
cost of travel is greatly reduced. 
director gives illustrated lectures on vari- 
ous phases of Christian Architecture and 
Modern Church Planning to Churches, con- 
ventions, institutes, theological seminaries, 
ete. 

Mr. Conover thinks that one of the most 
urgent needs in Protestant Churches is a 
large number of ministers who know how 
to guide their Church building committees 
so that every building or improvement en- 
terprise will be satisfactorily planned and 
executed, and how to give the leadership 
that will make the building program a no- 
table religious experience in the life of the 
Church. 
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TENNENT COLLEGE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Trains for a life-work of Christian service as pastor’s assistant, Church secretary, deaconess, 
Minimum entrance requirement sixteen units. 
leading to degree of Bachelor of Religious Education. 


foreign missionary. Highest standards. 
and for ministers’ wives. 


bills for a year. Scholarship loans and self-help. 


Approved by Eastern Synod and General Synod. 


home and 
Four-year course 
Also, courses for college graduates, for ministers, 
$400 pays a student’s college 


Write for catalog and application blank. 


President Clinton H. Gillingham, D. D., 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


INDIVIDUAIAOMMUNION SERVICE 


H Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER atlow prices. Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair - 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
tchogue, N. Y. 


Letters to the Editor 


STATIONING MINISTERS 


For some time there has been a decided 
feeling on the part of many ministers and 
congregations, that there should be some 
way of stationing ministers in addition to 
that provided for by the Constitution. We 
are not ready to throw our present system 
to the winds entirely, although there 
should be some modification. For example, 
there might be a ruling that all invitations 
to supply or preach a trial sermon might 
come through the Executive Committee or 
a supply committee of Classis. Any min- 
ister violating this ruling would be sub- 
ject to discipline. There are some congre- 
gations that are very independent and ig- 
nore regularly constituted channels through 
which Ao work, but such procedure only 
leads to disorder and oft times works great 
harm to the Church. 


We are not in favor of a one-man sys- 
tem of stationing ministers, whether you 
call him a presiding elder, president, 
bishop or what not. It has been demon- 
strated time and again that a one-man 
system and long tenure of office lead to 
autocracy and dissatisfaction. The Evan- 
gelical Association and the M. EH. Church 
are far from satisfied with their system. 


After some thought upon this subject, we 
offer a plan which we consider thoroughly 
democratic and which is to be used when 
the necessity for it arises. Here are two 
pastors who desire to make a change but 
for some reason or other are not able to do 
so. Perhaps the congregations themselves 
would like to have a change but hesitate 
to ask for a resignation when the pastor 
has no place to go. Why could there not 
be a Stationing Committee of Synod with 
power to effect an exchange of pastors, by 
and with the consent of all parties con- 
cerned? No pastor is to be removed or 
placed without his consent. The same to 
apply to the congregation. Such an ex- 
change to be valid for at least one year. 
In the meantime, the congregation could 
regularly elect such minister as their regu- 
lar pastor. 


The exchange would not necessarily be 
made between two pastors who wish to 
change. The committee might arrange an 
exchange with a pastor who had not ap- 
plied for a change. The Synodical Com- 
mittee should work through the Executive 
Committees of the Classes. 


This Stationing Committee should be 
composed of three members: one minister 
and one elder to be elected from the floor 
of the Synod by a majority ballot. If there 
is no election on the first ballot, the three 
highest to be voted on again. These two, 
together with the president of Synod, to 
be the Stationing Committee for one year. 
The elected minister and elder could be 
members of this committee only two years 
in succession. 

—Veritas. 


ORTHFIELD 


SUMMER CONFERENCES 


1935 PROGRAM 


General Conference . July 27 - Aug. 12 
Paul D. Moody, Chairman 


James M. Black, J, V. Moldenhawer, Lynn Harold 
Hough, John R. Mott, Adam W. Burnet, T. Z. Koo, 
James Moffatt, Paul E. Scherer, David R. Porter, 
Albert D. Belden. 


GIRLS’ CONFERENCE . 


. June 27 - July 1 


MISSIONARY CONFERENCE . . July 5 - 13 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONFERENCE . July 15 - 26 
WESTMINSTER CHOIR SCHOOL . . July 23- Aug. 10 
CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONFERENCE Aug, 12-19 


Inspirational ¢ Interdenominational + Recreational 


Write for EAST NORTHFIELD Founded by 
Bulletin Massachusetts D. L. Moody 


HAYFEVER 


ASTHMA and SUMMER COLDS are unnecessary. 
avis relief only $1.00 Postpaid. Nothing else 

uy. Over 40,000 HOLFORD’S WONDER 
INHALERS sold last year alone. Mail $1.00 today 
for full season’s relief to THE DANDEE CO., 252 
HENNEPIN AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS, MIN- 
NESOTA, or write for Free Booklet. 


DEAFNESS IS MISERY 


Many people with defective hearing 
and Head Noises enjoy conversation, 
goto Theatreand Church because they 
use Leonard Invisible Ear Drums which 
resemble Tiny Megaphones fitting 
in the Ear entirely out of sight, 
No wires, batteries or head piece. 
They are inexpensive. Write for 
booklet and sworn statement of DRUM 
the inventor who was himself deaf. 


A. 0, LEANARD, ioe.. Suite 97 70 5th Ave. Mew York 


Dear Sir: 

With your co-operation I would like to 
address a letter to those readers of the 
“Messenger” who will visit some of the 
seashore resorts during the coming season. 

There are certain places, at the larger 
resorts in particular, where men and wom- 
en are cruelly exploited during the entire 
summer season. With a little inquiring, 
visitors can easily find them out and re- 
fuse to patronize them. It is not a rare 
thing, for example, for certain seemingly 
respectable establishments to work their 
men 12 and 14 hours a day, every day of 
the week, for less than $50 a month and 
poor food as pay. Many of these men are 
trying to support a family, and do not 
complain because they know there are 
others willing to take the job. A goodly 
number of them are students, trying to 
earn enough money to return to school in 
the fall. There are also instances of girls 
and women working 10 to 12 hours every 
day of the week during the entire sum- 
mer, with poor meals and miserable in- 
comes. 


Usually the places that thus exploit their 
employees also try to exploit their cus- 
tomers, and thus by avoiding them for 
ethical reasons one can also overcome the 
risk of being cheated. Of course, there 
are many established business places at 
the shore which one can patronize with no 
fear of encouraging exploitation. With’a 
little effort these places can be found and 
the others avoided. Do not be fooled by 
external appearances, but inquire! Don’t 
help push men and women into the gutter 
while some few persons swell their pocket- 
books. Patronize the places that treat 
their employees fairly. 

313 N. Hartley St. 

York, Pa. 


A. L. Creager. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
LANCASTER, PA. 
The exercises of Commencement Week 
at the Seminary this year were introduced 
by an event unique in the history of the 
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Seminary. On Friday evening, May 3, the Brillhart, LeRoy Calvin’ Brumbaugh, 
Seminary Players presented “Gregory VII”, Charles Martin Coldren, Jr., Frank Freder- 
an historical drama written and directed ick Fischer, Alvin John Forry, Franklin 
by one of last year’s Middlers, Paul Nagy, Frederick Glassmoyer, John Raymond Kit- 
Jr. This drama was first written by Mr.  tinger, John Kenneth Kohler, Fenton Israel 


Nagy as a term-paper in connection with 
the regular Seminary work. Its high de- 


gree of merit led to the suggestion that it 
be prepared for presentation. According- 
ly, an organization was effected by the 


name of “The Seminary Players’ and prac- 
tically the whole student body bent their 
energies to the task of staging, costuming, 
financing, publicizing, and presenting this 
drama. Some idea of the magnitude of 
the task may be gained from the fact that 
the play comprised four acts, nine scenes, 
and a cast of forty-nine parts. On the ap- 
pointed night the drama was presented to 
a large and appreciative audience in a 
highly commendable manner. Costumes and 
stage settings were elaborately perfect, and 
the acting in many parts would have done 
credit to a group of professional players. 
By dint of this performance the great 
State-Church conflict between Henry IV 
and Gregory VII of the 11th century be- 
came as poignantly real for us as the strik- 
ingly similar State-Church conflicts of our 
own century. 

The One Hundred and Tenth Anniversary 
formally opened with the baccalaureate 
service on Sunday morning, May 5. Prof. 
Oswin 8S. Frantz, D.D., was the preacher 
this year. His text was taken from Rev. 
3:12, which reads as follows: “He that 
overcometh, I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he shall go out 
thence no more: and I will write upon him 
the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God, 
and mine own new name.” From this text 
Dr. Frantz developed a strong and chal- 
lenging statement of the qualifications of 
those who would be pillars in the temple 
of God. 

On Monday evening Dr. and Mrs. Rich- 
ards gave their annual reception to the 
Senior Class, as well as the faculty and 
Board of Visitors and friends, with their 
usual gracious hospitality. Tuesday eve- 
ning was the time for the anniversary ser- 
mon. The preacher this year was Dean 
Willard L. Sperry of the Harvard Divinity 
School. Dr. Sperry’s text was Acts 16:10, 
which—it will be remembered—is the be- 
ginning of the famous “we” passages of 
Acts. As a matter of fact, this verse be- 
gins in the third person and ends in the 
first person. Dr. Sperry’s sermon was a 
brilliant and unforgettable analysis of the 
importance as well as the dangers of “first 
person” religion. 

On Wednesday morning many of us were 
given our first taste of the scholarship of 
Eden Theological Seminary, and a very 
delightful and satisfying taste it was. By 
a happy choice Prof. Carl E. Schneider had 
been invited to deliver the address at the 
annual meeting of the Historical Society. 
He elected to discuss the origins of the 
Evangelical Synod of North America in 
Germany and in this country, which he did 
in a masterful way. 

The commencement exercises proper were 
featured as usual by five essays read by 
five selected members of the graduating 
class and representing the several depart- 
ments of instruction of the Seminary. Mr. 
Paul C. Shumaker spoke on “Permanent 
Values of the Old Testament.” Mr. Chas. 
M. Coldren, Jr., had as his subject, “A 
Religion for Our Times.” Mr. James W. 
Moyer read a timely essay on “The Sig- 
nificance of Luther’s Translation of the 
Bible.” “The Man Behind the Third Gos- 
pel’ was the subject of Mr. J. Kenneth 
Kohler, and “The Christian Note in Reli- 
gious Education” that of Mr. LeRoy C. 
Brumbaugh. There followed, then, the 
presentation of testimonials by the presi- 
dent of the Board of Visitors. After speak- 
ing briefly upon-the necessity of simplic- 
ity in a minister’s life, Dr. Hendricks pre- 
sented the diploma of the Bachelor of Di- 
vinity degree to twenty-two graduates, as 
follows: Bela Paul Basco, Robert Franklin 


Laucks, Lee Donald Loos, Alfred Stephen 
Mertz, James Wilson Moyer, Edward Theo- 
dore Plitt, Philip Eldred Saylor, Royce Ed- 
gar Schaeffer, Michael Robert Schmidt, Ed- 
ward Louis Schlingman, Paul Cyrus Shu- 
maker, Merle Floyd Sollinger, Clark Swartz 
Smith, and George Raymond Winters. The 
certificate of graduation was conferred 
upon John Charles Heater and Frederick 
William Shafer. 

Of these 24 graduates, of whom 23 are 
members of the Reformed Church, only 5 
or 6 are placed as yet in charges. How- 
ever, all but one of the graduates of 
preceding years have now been located, 
and in due time these men too will find 
opportunities for the service for which 
they have prepared themselves. We hope 
with them that the delay will not be long. 

The Schaff Prize in Church History of 
$100 was awarded to Mr. Paul C. Shumaker 
ot the graduating class. Following the 
singing of the great Reformed hymn, 
“Jesus, I Live to Thee,” and the benedic- 
tion, the assembly adjourned to the refec- 
tory for the alumni luncheon. The Rev. 
Eugene P. Skyles, D.D., presided as toast- 
master in his capacity of newly elected 
president of the Alumni Association. Four 
classes held reunions—the 40-year, 30-year, 
20-year, and 10-year classes. Their respec- 
tive representatives were Dr. Theo F. Her- 
man, Rev. E. 8. LaMar, Rev. James R. 
Shepley, and Prof. Charles D. Spotts. Their 
addresses contained, of course, a fair ad- 
mixture of laudation of the anniversary 
classes, but they also manifested without 
exception an abiding loyalty to the Semi- 
nary and those things for which the Semi- 
nary stands. Mr. Frank F. Fischer spoke 
for the graduating class. One of the im- 
pressive moments of this program was the 
reading of a letter from the Rev. Zwingli 
A. Yearick, D.D., opposite whose name in 
the almanac one reads “TS75.” This, ac- 
cordingly, was the 60th anniversary of his 
graduation. We regretted deeply that ill 
health prevented his attendance. 

This account of happenings at the Semi- 
nary should not close without mention of a 
Lenten project engaged in by students and 
faculty. It was brought to our attention 
that a number of German theological stu- 
dents who are no longer welcome in their 
homeland were marooned in a monastery 
near the Corinth Canal in Greece, and that 
funds for their sustenance were badly need- 
ed. During the Lenten season students and 
faculty together contributed a fund of 
slightly more than $60 for this purpose, 
and received joy as well as spiritual bene- 
fit from so doing. —N. C. H. 


AN ACT OF DEDICATION—A 
CHALLENGE 


(Continued from Page 2) 


And the way will also lead through the 
Garden to the Cross. 
“T ean hear my Saviour calling, 
Take thy cross and follow Me.” 

If the Kingdom of God is to come, the 
Kingdom of love, peace, service and sacri- 
fice, then we too must dedicate our lives 
with Him to the cause of God, to do His 
will and walk His way. 

Blood was often used in olden times, 
and still is in some places, among those 
that would serve together in a common 
cause. Chieftains and followers would 
drink the blood let from their veins as a 
pledge of faithful fellowship and fellow- 
ship in war and peace. Likewise with His 
own blood Jesus pledged Himself and seal- 
ed the covenant with God, and “Was faith- 
ful unto death, even the death on the 
cross.” To us He says, “Take, drink, this 
cup is the new covenant in My blood; in 
this pledge yourself with Me in the com- 
mon service of God and humanity.” 

What a challenge He holds out to those 
of us that call ourselves by His name! 
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Will we with the disciples take and dedi- 
eate or rededicate our lives to Him and 
the Kingdom of God? Will the answer be: 

“Tl go with Him through the garden, 

Tl go with Him all the Way.” 

There He was in that Upper Room with 
the small band of devoted followers look- 
ing ahead at the problems of the world, 
ever the same, then as now; looking ahead 
at the sin-sick, sorrowing world, a lost 
humanity, lost in sin, superstition and self- 
ishness; realizing what it would mean in 
unselfish service and suffering, sacrifice. 
Seeing there the moon-lit trees of that 
Garden of Struggle. Seeing the sun-kissed 
Mount of Sacrifice. Yet looking ahead, 
He saw it all. He saw suffering humanity 
more than the sacrifice. He heard the eall 
of the Father above the struggle. Point- 
ing to the task, sure of strength and power 
from on high, He said, “Arise, let us go 
hence!” At every celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper, He repeats the same in the face 
of the present task, “Arise, let us go 
hence!” 

Moved by the same spirit of love and 
endowed by the same power from on high, 
shall we not dedicate or rededicate our 
lives to the same God in devotion to the 
blessed Christ and service of suffering hu- 
manity? To bring healing to the sick, 
peace to the troubled, good-will to the rest- 
less, joy to the sick, hope to the despair- 
ing, light to the benighted, faith to the 
hopeless and life to all? This is our priv- 
ilege. Co-workers with Him in the ser- 
vices of humanity. Therefore, the Lord’s 
Supper may and should also be a dedica- 
tion or rededication of our lives to the 
cause of God in the building of His King- 
dom on earth. 

Thus the Lord’s Supper is, besides being 
a communion with Christ and a means of 
grace, a challenge by Christ to dedicate 
ourselves with Him in a life of service. 


“OQ Master, let me walk with Thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and 
strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 


In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broad’ning way, 
In peace that only Thou canst give,— 
With Thee, O Master, let me live.” 


ST. PAUL’S ORPHANS’ AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME ANNIVERSARY, 
GREENVILLE, PA. 


Chas. L. Noss, Superintendent 


The Anniversary at St. Paul’s this year 
will be held on Wednesday, June 19, 1935. 
This is a great day for the members and 
friends of the Home. It marks the 68th 


anniversary of the founding of the Or-— 


phans’ Home at Butler and 26th anniver- 
sary of its removal to Greenville, also the 
8th anniversary of the founding of the 
Old Folks’ Home. 

Within the large woodland near the 
buildings we have a spacious pavilion 
where hundreds can gather under cover for 
the graduation exercises of seven young 
people who have completed the junior high 
school work. We will also have as our 
guests a number of ministers and mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Synod. 

Relatives of the children make this an 
occasion to visit the Home and the chil- 
dren. Interested people from western 


Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio are gath-— 


ered here upon this occasion. 


One boy said to the writer just today, 


“The anniversary is better than Chris 
mas.” 

We are getting ready for you. 
glad to see you. 


JUNE 6, 1935 


0 Oc oO 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Trinity Sunday. June 16, 1935 
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
Deut. 8:11-18; 2 Cor. 9:6-8 

Golden Text: It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful. 1 Cor. 4:2. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Forgetting God. 2. 
Remembering the Brethren. 

Christian living and giving are closely 
related. Quite naturally, therefore, we 
pass from our pentecostal lesson on living 
a spiritual life to this study of Christian 
Stewardship. 

That topic raises a vital question, What 
standard must Christians apply to money, 
to its acquisition and distribution? Stew- 
ardship is not confined to money. It in- 
cludes time and talent, as well as treas- 
ure, All that we have and are should be 
consecrated to God. Yet, in our civilization, 
the giving of money becomes the acid-test 
of stewardship. 

There was no money in Eden, no banks 
and no bills. That may be one reason why 
we think of Adam and Eve as living in 
Paradise. For long ages afterwards, man- 
kind had no need of money. Their riches, 
then, were the fruits of the field and the 
beasts of the flock, which they exchanged 
in a system of barter. 

But in due time money was invented 
by man, in order to meet the needs of his 
expanding industry and growing com- 
merce. It became the accepted symbol of 
wealth, a counter that men used in the 
transaction of business. In our time 


finance, the science of money, has become 


so complex and elaborate that nobody 
seems to understand it. Everybody, how- 
ever, quite understands the place and pow- 
er of money in modern life. So much 
financial wisdom, at least, we all learn 
in the school of experience. We know 
that we need money to live. Without it, 
though living in the midst of plenty, we 
suffer and die. 

Jesus, it would seem, fully appreciated 
the importance of money, for He had 
much to say about it. These sayings of 
Jesus concerning wealth may easily be 
misunderstood, and they have often been 
distorted. His teachings do not give us 
definite precepts, but basic principles. And 
sometimes His pronouncements deal with 
a particular case, and must be construed 
in that setting; for example, His com- 
mand to the rich young ruler, “Sell what- 
ever thou hast, and give it to the poor” 
(Mark 10:21). 

Jesus never denounced money in gen- 
eral. Even to wealth, He showed no op- 
position. In His parable of the Talents, 
the Master did not condemn, but approve 
industry, thrift, and the accumulation of 
property (Matthew 25:14-30). Even an 
unjust steward is commended, because he 
used the material means of his master to 
secure things of more value (Luke 16. 
1-12).- 

This Jesus did not condemn money. He 
recognized that wealth could be rightfully 
obtained and faithfully used. It may be 
used to minister to the highest interests 
of the possessor and of society. It may 
develop character and increase human hap- 
piness. 

But it is equally clear that Jesus was 
keenly aware of the perils of wealth. It 
was difficult, He said, for a rich man to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 
11:24). He drew an unforgetable picture 
of Dives, whose wealth had dulled his 
sense of human brotherhood, and blinded 
him to the existence of stark misery in 


his very palace. He gave us the portrait 
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of the rich fool, who forgot God, man, his 
soul, and eternity in his mad haste after 
more riches (Luke 16:12). He poured out 
His lamentation upon the rich; not be- 
cause they were rich, but because they had 
no higher aspirations than those which 
money can procure. “Alas, for you have 
had your comforts in full” (Luke 6:24). 

Thus, while Jesus does not condemn 
money, He warns us against the dangers 
of it. “No one can serve two. masters. 
You cannot serve both God and Money” 
(Matthew 6: 24). If money masters us, 
we become its slaves. It dwarfs our char- 
acter, and destroys human happiness. We 
become men like Dives and the Fool, who 
were far from the Kingdom. But if God 
is our master, then money, be it much or 
little, will be our servant. We will use 
it for the glory of God, the giver, and for 
the good of men, our brethren. We will 
consider all we have and are as a trustee- 
ship, not as a possession. 

That spirit of trusteeship pulses in the 
bibliical passages chosen for this lesson. 
In the first, the ancient writer exhorts 
prosperous Hebrews not to forget God. 
“Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God: for it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth” (Deuteronomy 8: 
11-18). In the second passage Paul im- 
plores the properous Gentile Christians in 
Corinth to remember their poor Jewish 
brethren in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 9: 
6-8). 

Much has happened in this world since 
the time of Jesus and Paul. We are liv- 
ing in a civilization radically different 
from theirs in its industrial and financial 
order. But in our capitalistic industrial- 
ism the problem of money, in all its 
phases, is more acute than it has ever 
been. And in this era of worldwide de- 
pression multitudes of starving and suf- 
fering people fully recognize that some- 
thing is radically wrong with our philoso- 
phy of money, with our acquisition and dis- 
tribution of it. Everywhere we hear the 
voices of men who defend it, or who would 
amend, or utterly destroy, it. 

What, we ask, is the counsel of Christ 
in this vital matter? What is the Chris- 
tian teaching concerning Stewardship? 

I. Forgetting God, Deuteronomy 8:11-18. 
Our first passage forms only a prelude to 
the topic, but it really goes to the ‘heart 
of the matter. For here the writer recalls 
the mercies and blessings which Israel had 
received from its bountiful God. He 
warns them lest in their prosperity “thine 
heart be lifted up and thou forget the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house 
of bondage.” He reminds them of the debt 
of gratitude they owe to Jehovah. 


Forgetting God! that is the tap-root of 
selfishness and sin. We hear much at pres- 
ent of the “rugged individualism” that 
has made our nation great and strong. 
But what does this phrase mean on the 
lips of its champions? Often it means 
ruthless selfishness. It is the philosophy 
of the “selfmade” man, who says, “First 
come I”, who denies that God and man 
have a share in his success, and a just 
claim upon his possessions. He forgets 
God, and he denies that he is his brother’s 
keeper, in any sense whatsoever. His 
money, he says, is absolutely his own; to 
have and to hoard and to spend as he 
pleases. In our economic life that atti- 
tude has led to the competitive struggle 
for private wealth which has created 
worldwide chaos and ruin. 


It requires no argument to prove that 
this rugged and ruthless individualism is 
a frank repudiation of stewardship. It 
is not merely unchristian, but inhuman as 
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well. And the logic of events in these 
latter years shows that it is wholly im- 
practicable in our present social order. 
It does not work. There is something 
radically wrong with it. It has created 
bitter want in the midst of plenty. Even 
its champions have learned the folly of 
it by the shrinkage or destruction of their 
wealth. 

Quite different from this is the philosophy 


of money and property proclaimed by Karl 
Marx and practiced in Russia. It pro- 
poses communism as the sovereign remedy 
for rugged individualism with all its 
wrongs and ills. The basie doctrine of 
Marx is that all private property is theft. 
He meant that all our possessions are 
socially produced and, therefore, should be 
socially owned and administered, for the 
common welfare of all who helped to ere- 
ate them. 

The horrors that attended the establish- 
ment of the Soviet Republic make it al- 
most impossible for us to judge this com- 
munistic philosophy of money and prop- 
erty without prejudice and passion. It 
sounds “brotherly”. It seems to care 
greatly for the welfare of the common 
man, as did the prophets of Israel and 
Jesus. But it, too, forgets God, like the 
selfish, competitive individualist, whom it 
seeks to destroy. 

We do well, therefore, to shun Com- 
munism, with all its plans and purposes. 
It is frankly and unblushingly atheistic 
and materialistic. It crushes and kills the 
very soul of mankind in order to care more 
efficiently for the body with all its appe- 
tites and needs. There is only one way, 
finally, to cure the desperate diseases of 
our social order. We must apply the prin- 
ciples of Jesus to our possessions. We 
must learn the difficult art of Christian 
Stewardship. 

II. Remembering the Brethren, 2 Corin- 
thians 9:6-8. Paul points to the Mace- 
donian Christians as inspiring examples of 
complete consecration to the new com- 
mandment of love that Jesus had pro- 
claimed and exemplified. Prompted by 
this love, they “first gave their own selves 
to the Lord”, and, then, they gave of 
their substance, “beyond their power”, for 
they were poor. He cites the example of 
Jesus Himself, who, “though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might become 
rich”. By such reminders Paul seeks to 
inspire the rich Church at Corinth to a 
similar consecration of self, substance, 
and service in the ministering to the 
saints. 

“T am not my own. I belong to God.” 
So runs our creed. But we find it no 
simple matter to apply this creed to our 
substance and service. Yet, apart from 
ereed is mere 


cant. Today many of our young people 


sare frankly facing this question of the 


stewardship of life. It presents a clean- 
cut alternative. Either I am the owner 
or the steward of self and substance. “It 
is required in stewards that a man be 
found faithful.” 


That pastor misses a great opportunity 
who does not lead his people into a deeper 
apprehension of Christian stewardship. It 
does not mean, primarily, that we want 
more money and men for the work of the 
Church. All that will follow inevitably 
when we fully grasp the meaning of the 
stewardship of life. Its greatest blessing 
are not gifts, but givers; not ministers, 
but the ministering spirit as the dominant 
motive of life. Such stewards are the true 
witnesses of Christ, whether their sub- 
stance be large or small; whether their 
service be plowing the field or preaching 
the gospel. 


And they are the living seed of the 
Kingdom of God. Our present social order 
is far from the Kingdom. The spirit that 
rules its enterprises and activities is the 
spirit of Dives, not Christ’s. Its love of 
money is greater than its love of God and 
man. It forgets that all men are brethren. 

In order to Christianize our civiliza- 
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tion we must exorcise this evil spirit of 
Dives and enthrone the Spirit of Christ in 
the hearts of men. We must apply the 
principles of stewardship to our total life, 
not merely to our Chureh-life. That alone 
can cure the sickness of our acquisitive 
society. 

What would be the result of such a spir- 
itual transformation of men? What will 
industry and commerce be like in a truly 
Christian world? Will wages and private 
property be abolished? Will all men have 
an equal share in the world’s goods, or 
an equitable share? No man can answer 
such questions dogmatically. We simply 
do not know what practical measures and 
methods would best express the spirit of 
Christian stewardship in the economic 
realm. We do not know, because we have 
never yet tried living and working to- 
gether in that Christlike spirit. 

Of one thing, however, we may be very 
sure. In such a brotherhood-world man 
will be esteemed more highly than money 
or machines. Human interests will come 
first. Our industries will be run, not for 
private gain, but for the common good 
of all. There may still be rich men and 
poor. But none will be like Dives, and 
none like Lazarus. None will be so rich 
that he ean live without labor; and none 
so poor that he must labor without being 
able to live the life of a child of God. 
In such a world men will recognize their 
utter dependence upon God for all they 
have and are. Remembering God, they 
will not forget or neglect their brethren. 
Faith in God is the root of the sense of 
interdependence that binds men together 
as brethren, and makes each his brother’s 
keeper. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


June 16—Why is Gossip Harmful? Jas. 
3:1-6. 

The word “gossip” is derived from the 
same root as the word “Gospel”—but 
where “Gospel” means good news, gossip 
means bad news. It means the spreading 
of an ill report. At best it is the equiva- 
lent of small talk and its ulterior purpose 
is to cast aspersions upon another. Very 
frequently gossip consists in stating half 
truths, or at least the twisting of truth in 
such a manner as to obscure it. It is an 
exercise principally of the tongue, of a 
loose tongue. It is prattle, idle talk. The 
Bible tells us that we must give account 
of every idle word that we speak. St. 
James has much to say about the tongue, 
its uses and abuses. The tongue is at once 
the best and the worst of our gifts. There- 
with we bless and curse God. Therewith 
we help and harm others. The gift of 
speech is a marvelous possession, but its 
use may be for good or ill. Gossip is one 
of its evil uses. 

Gossip is harmful to others. The per- 
son who indulges in it usually begins by 
saying: “They say”, or, “Have you heard?” 
Well, who are “They”? What an indefi- 
nite expression it is! “They” covers a 
very wide area and does not fix responsi- 
bility anywhere. If a person says, “John 
Smith said so and so”, or “Sam Jones said 
this and that”, that fixes responsibility; 
you can trace a statement to its source 
and verify it if you please, but to say, 
“They say”, leaves the thing up in the 
air and is detached. A truth is always 
anchored. It is established upon a firm 
foundation. So, when a person has no 
more authority to make a statement than 
to say, “They say”, he is not strictly dea). 
ing with the truth. His authority is vague 
and therefore his utterances must be taken 
with a grain of allowance. The other ex- 
pression with which the gossiper begins— 
“Have you heard?”—is equally vulnerable. 
Usually the question is asked in a whisper 
or in a very confidential tone. “I have 
heard, but don’t say anything,’ knowing 
full well that the person who is spoken 
to will no more keep it a secret than does 


MESSENGER 


JuNE 6, 1935 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. Gecree Ww. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colieges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision. 

Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. 
Principal 


Catan College 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


“In the Beautiful Piedmont’’ 
SUMMER SESSIONS 


First term June 10 to July 19 
Second term July 22 to Aug. 30 


All work on full college basis and acceptable 
toward Bachelor’s degree 


Courses for college students seeking advanced 
standing or for high school graduates wishing te 
begin college work at once, thereby effecting « 
considerable saving of time and money. 


For catalog and further information address 
John C, Hadley, Director of the Summer Session 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Pape 


trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
workers, and offers also pre- 
pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


Heidelberg 
directors and social 
pre-law, 

and courses 


wnedical, 
courses, 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


the one who speaks. Indeed no one ex- 
pects him to keep it secret. It is spoken 
for publicity purposes, for propaganda. 
And it is spoken in the absence of the one 
whom it involves. The maligned person 
has no chance to explain nor to defend 
himself. His reputation may be marred 
and his usefulnes in society destroyed be- 
cause some one circulates a rumor about 
him. Ugly rumors travel very fast. They 
usually exceed the speed limit, and fre- 
quently ‘gross injustice may be done to 
the defenseless person. Anyhow, why 
should anyone want to talk ill of another? 
There is virtue in telling a man his faults; 
he may be turned from the error of his” 
way, but gossip is telling others of the 
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man’s faults, not for the purpose of cor- 
recting his faults, but to circulate them 
as widely as possible. Gossip, therefore, 
does incalculable harm to others. 

But it is also harmful to oneself. En- 
gaging in cheap talk disqualifies a person 
to talk wisely. Constantly concerning 
oneself with trivialities makes it impos- 
sible to deal in great realities. Given to 
lying makes it more difficult to tell the 
truth. Finally the person arrives at the 
stage where he calls evil good. He will 
always be looking for something small to 
talk about, and this will eventually mean 
smallness of soul, satisfaction with petti- 
ness and surrender of the higher values of 
life. Gossip is a perversion of the gift of 
speech. It is putting this divine endow- 
ment to wrong uses; therefore, it is a sin 
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hot only against others, or against oneself, 
but also against God. It is a misuse of 
one of God’s talents entrusted to us. It 
is better to be silent than to be a gossip. 
The tongue of the slanderer is poisonous. 
If we know nothing good to tell about 
others we had better keep quiet. Any- 
thing that may be spoken to the hurt of 
another had better be unspoken. “Do not 
be a talebearer in the land.” “Put away 
from thee a froward mouth and perverse 
lips put far from thee.”’ “A whisperer separ- 
ateth chief friends.’ “Whoso keepeth his 
mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul 
from troubles.” ‘Where there is no tale- 
bearer the strife ceases.” “If a man of- 
fend not in word the same is a perfect 
man and able also to bridle the whole 


body.” 


Mrs. 


The Ford Motor Company has returned 
to the $6 a day minimum wage, an increase 
of $1 per day, it has been announced. 
More than 81,000 workers in the Detroit 
district participated in the increase, and 
an unestimated number throughout the 
country. Payroll additions for the country 
as a whole will amount to about $2,000,000 
a month. The new daily rate restores the 
minimum to what it was during the pre- 
depression months of 1929. 

Miss Jane Addams, 74, world-famous so- 
cial welfare worker and peace advocate, 
died in Passavant Hospital, Chicago, May 
21, after an operation. She was the foun- 
der of Hull House, internationally known 
social settlement in Chicago, and the win- 
ner of a Nobel Prize for her efforts in be- 
- half of world peace. 

Adolf Hitler, before the Reichstag, 
made his promised speech May 21 upon 
European affairs and Germany’s atti- 
tude toward the controversial points in- 
volved in their present status. He pledges 
respect for frontiers fixed at Versailles 
and suggests the limiting of arms. He 
backs collective peace and welcomes an 
aviation pact. 

President Roosevelt, setting a historical 
precedent by appearing before a joint ses- 
sion of Congress May 22 to deliver a veto 
message in person, rejected the Patman 
Greenback Bonus Bill. Within an hour 
after the President turned dramatically to 
Speaker Byrns and handed him the bill 
without his signature, the House voted 322 
to 98 to pass it over his objections. 

Automobile fatalities numbered 147 in 
one week the last of May in 86 key cities, 
bringing the nation’s total for the first 
twenty weeks of 1935 to 3,257, or 94 more 
than in the corresponding period of 1934. 

General John J. Pershing sailed May 22 
for France on his annual trip to inspect 
the American battlefield monuments. 

The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America opened its 147th annual 
' general assembly in Cincinnati May 22. 

Six persons were lost in a naval plane 
disaster May 21, 42 miles south of the 
Midway Islands. The machine fell in the 
ocean after aiding another forced down. 
The war games were halted on account of 
this accident. 

The Senate, May 23, voted 54 to 40 for 
over-riding the veto of the bonus bill, the 
forty negative ballots being eight more 
than were necessary to sustain the Presi- 
dent. To over-ride would have required a 
two-third majority. 

Amelia Earhart received the Balbo 
medal May 23 of the Italian Government 
in ceremonies at Chicago. 

Dr. Joseph Anderson Vance, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Detroit, 
was elected May 23 Moderator of the Gen- 
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eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. A. 

Industrial ‘employment increased by 
about 120,000 persons in April, but pay- 
rolls were decreased about $300,000, trace- 
able primarily to reductions in the bitu- 
minous coal industry, according to a state- 
ment by Secretary of Labor Perkins, May 
twenty-third. 

Amid scenes of great splendor Crown 
Prince Frederik of Denmark married Prin- 
cess Ingrid of Sweden in the historical ca- 
thedral, Storkyrka, May 24, in Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

Italy has submitted to the League of Na- 
tions on arbitration in Ethiopia. The 
agreement is in accord with the arbitration 
treaty of 1928. By that treaty both par- 
ties agreed to settle all disputes by con- 
ciliation or arbitration “without having 
recourse to force of arms.” 

A bigger navy bill has been passed by 
the Senate. With $11,960,000 added for 
new ships, $460,000,000 measure is voted, 
55-18. The House approval is needed. 

President Roosevelt made clear May 24 
that he would stand by the relief wage 
scale he has approved despite criticism of 
the $19-to-$94 monthly rate by labor lead- 
ers and others. 

George Weyerhaeuser, 9 years old, scion 
of a wealthy lumber family of Tacoma, 
Wash., was kidnapped May 25 and is being 
held reputedly for.a sum said to be $200,- 
000. Federal, State and local authorities 
are hunting for the missing boy. 

The U. S. government would welcome an 
early international agreement on currency 
stabilization and reduction of trade bar- 
riers and is willing to take the initiative 
in calling together the leading countries of 
the world to confer on ways and means ac- 
cording to a statement from an authorita- 
tive source. Secretary Hull of State is the 
moving spirit in this decision. 

A new pact was signed May 25 on Swed- 
ish trade. Secretary Hull granted 44 con- 
cessions and Sweden 64 in this latest reci- 
procal treaty. 

General Evangeline Booth, international 
head of the Salvation Army, has returned 
to New York after making a three-month 
tour of Europe, Asia, Australia, New Zea- 
land and the United States. She said she 
found the sentiment of the world is all 
against war. 

The Treasury decided May 26 to try out 
another type of financing program by of- 
fering $100,000,000 of its long-term bonds, 
carrying 3 per cent interest, to the highest 
bidders, but in no case at less than par 
and accrued interest. Previously the policy 
has been to offer the bonds at a stated 
figure. 

A voleanic eruption in the Valley of 
Axarfiord in Northern Iceland, miles from 
volcanoes, has startled geologists. A close 
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study will be made. Although there was 
no earthquake, a fissure 984 feet suddenly 
opened in the earth filled with glowing 
lava which set fire to surrounding birch 
trees. 

Staunton, Va., the birthplace of the late 


President Wilson, honored his memory May 
28 by unveiling a portrait of the war- 
time President by Mrs. Wilson. The gar- 
den of the Wilson home has been restored 
in the last two years by the Garden Club 
of Virginia. The portrait is the work ‘of 
F. Graham Cootes of New York, and a na- 
tive of Staunton. Dr. John H. Finley was 
the principal speaker, 

By a unanimous decision in the Schech- 
ter poultry case the Supreme Court May 27 
held unconstitutional the National Indus- 
trial Recovery Act, due to expire by limi- 
tation on June 16, and by voiding the 750 
codes which are the heart of the National 
Recovery Administration and denying the 
right of Congress or its agents to fix 
wages and hours in intrastate trade activi- 
ties, has put the whole of the New Deal 
program in confusion. 

As the result of the Court’s decision, the 
immediate suspension of all NRA code en- 
forcement was announced by Donald R. 
Richberg, chairman of the NRA. 

The Frazier-Lemke Farm Mortgage 
Moratorium Law was unanimously declar- 
ed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court 
May 27 on the ground that private prop- 
erty cannot be taken for public use with- 
out just compensation. Insurance compan- 
ies and other mortgagees complained that 
they would suffer severely if farmers used 
the law to evade debts they actually could 
pay. 

President Roosevelt’s action in demand- 
ing removal of the late William E. Hum- 
phrey (Republican) from the Federal 
Trade Commission was held illegal by the 
Supreme Court May 27. 

Premier Pierre-Etienne Flandin of 
France has asked wide powers from the 
French Parliament to enable him to pro- 
tect the franc, and take steps to revive 
industry. 

Stanley Baldwin, Lord President of the 
‘Council, gave the affirmative reply of the 
British Government May 27 to Adolf Hit- 
ler’s statement of his readiness to supple- 
ment the Locarno treaty by an air pact. 


CHURCH UNITY 


The newspaperman whose assignments 
have covered Church activities and denomi- 
national sessions such as conferences, 
Synods, diocesan groups, ete., certainly 
comes into contact with more denomina- 
tions than one engaged in any other line 
of activity. To such a newspaperman, who 
fills the role of an unbiased observer at 
such meetings, there comes a realization 
of the fundamental agreement of denomi- 
nations on the major points of their faith, 
while the points upon which there is dis- 
agreement seem to be distinctly minor in 
their actual importance. 

Yet it happens that it is the minor 
points of disagreement rather than the 
major points of complete agreement which 
command the greater attention and which 
carry the greater weight when a union of 
denominational forces toward a common 
end or under a common head is being con- 
sidered. That which Churches have in 
common is too often outweighed by that 
in which they are uncommon. 

This being so, it is encouraging from a 
newspaperman’s viewpoint to note an ex- 
ception to this general rule in the ses- 
sions of the Eastern Synod of the Reform- 
ed Church meeting here this week, the first 
session of the Synod since the merger of 
the Evangelical Synod of North America 
and the Reformed Church of the United 
States at Cleveland in June, 1934. 

The significant point emphasized by dis- 
cussion of the merger at this session is 
that two denominations which, similar and 
closely related in their origin back at the 
beginnings of Protestantism, have travel- 
ed in widely divergent paths in the inter- 
vening years, so that they have establish- 
ed customs, rules and rituals constituting 
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major differences, have decided to rele- 
gate these differences to minor importance 
to bring about a union of forces. 

In other words, unlike denominations 
which have been unable to agree upon a 


merger because they have stressed the im- 
portance of the letter while they have stifled 
the spirit, the Evangelical Synod and the Re- 
formed Church have set an example worthy 
of emulation by all denominations seeking 
the path toward unity, by a merger in the 
spirit, leaving the letter to take care of 
itself by the simple process of permitting 
individual Churches to decide for them- 
selves what they wish to do in certain 
points about w hich there might have been 
years of futile bickering. 

One of the most formidable obstacles 
Christianity has encountered has been of 
its own making. In its missionary work it 
has been hampered by sharp conflict in 
preaching and in practice among repre- 
sentatives who have carried into the mis- 
sion fields their denominational differences. 
In its home field it has carried denomina- 
tional disagreement and rivalry to the 
point where they have become serious ob- 
stacles. If, as various groups have done 
and other groups are seeking to do, more 
and more mergers of forces can be brought 
to begin, who can doubt that Christianity 
will be strengthened? 

What better approach to union than that 
along the path of agreement in the spirit, 
without protracted debate over points of 
difference, of which the Evangelical Synod 
and the Reformed Church have set such 
an example, the successful working out of 
which has been the subject of numerous 
reports at the session now concluding here? 


—Williamsport Sun. 
Williamsport, Pa. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Union Seminary Review, published by 
the Union Theological Seminary of Rich- 
mond, Va., and just completing its 46th 
year of publication, is making its July 
issue (of 100 pages) a special Barth 
number, 

Its contents will include a sermon by 


Dr. Barth; “The Absoluteness of Jesus” by 
Dr. Brunner; “Barth and the American 
Theological Scene,” by Dr. E. G. Homrig- 


hausen, of Indianapolis, a leading author- 
ity on Barth; “The Barthian Theology in 
Great Britain,” by Dr. John McConnachie, 
of Dundee, Scotland, author of “The Bar- 
thiaw Theology and the Man of Today”; 
“The Plane on which God Can Be Known,” 
by Dr. Harris E. Kirk, of Baltimore, author 
of “Stars, Atoms, and God,” and other wide- 
ly known books; ‘Dialectic Theology in the 
English-speaking World” by Pastor H. 
Jochums, of Germany, and a descriptive 
bibliography of all the books on the Bar- 
thian movement available in English, by 
Dr. Holmes Ralston, Jr., of Rockbridge 
Baths, Va., whose book, “A Conservative 
Looks to Barth and Brunner,” has been 
widely read in America. Orders for this 
special number (forty cents) should be sent 
promptly, as the edition is strictly limited. 


History of St. John’s (Hain’s) Reformed 
Church, Including the Bicentennial Sup- 
plement. Edited by Committee appoint- 
ed by the Consistory. 333 pages. 

In November, 1932, the consistory of 
Hain’s Church appointed a committee with 
instructions to compile a history of the 
Church appropriate for its Bicentennial 
Celebration in 1935. The committee con- 
sisted of Charles I. Hain, chairman; Chas. 
H. Werner, secretary; Adam G. Lerch, 
Rey. Ralph E. Starr, Mrs. Tillie Ruth Re- 
ber, and Paul J. Bickel, Esq. The volume 
before us is the result of that committee’s 
labors and-is exceptionally comprehen- 
sive. The well arranged table of contents 
furnishes a helpful index to the 333 pages 
of historical data. The beginnings of 
Hain’s Chureh reach back to 1730 or 1735. 
Pioneer names such as Boehm, Goetschi, 
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Lischy, Waldschmidt are recorded as pas- 
tors or as men who provided the congre- 
gation with services during its early years. 
For nearly 30 years the congregation wor- 
shipped in a small log Church, then a larg- 
er and more substantial building was 
erected with limestone walls 3 feet thick. 
The east end of the Church was surmount- 
ed by a tower 17 feet high. Here the con- 
gregation worshipped for almost 100 years. 
It is remarkable what a multitude of rec- 
ords and family histories are found in this 
volume. Pastors’ records and tombstone 
inscriptions also add to the valuable in- 
formation found in this volume. The 
names of 12 sons of the congregation, who 
consecrated themselves to the Christian 
ministry, tell of the spiritual life of the 
congregation as well as of the helpful min- 
istry of the pastors. This congregation, 
located near Wernersville, Pa., success- 
fully entertained the Eastern Synod in 
1934. The volume contains 15 illustra- 
tions. 
of St. John’s (Hain’s) Church, done in soft 
colors, and is lovingly dedicated by Mr. 
John W. Rollman in memory of his par- 
ents, who were members of Hain’s Church. 
The committee is to be congratulated on 
the very successful completion of its work. 
The volume is surely most creditable to 
the committee and altogether worthy of 
this large rural congregation. 
—A..M. S. 


OBIBUARY 


ELDER DANIEL G. YOCUM 


Trinity Church, Dalmatia, Pa., suffered 
a severe loss in the sudden and untimely 
death of Elder Daniel G. Yocum. His 
passing on will be felt in many directions, 
for he was active in the advancement of 
every good cause in his Church and Sun- 
day School as well as in the community. 
His death has caused extreme sorrow not 
only to his immediate family and friends, 
but also to his Church and Sunday School, 
his home town and the entire lower end 
of Northumberland County. 

Mr. Yocum was complaining for about 
a week, but was able to be up and around 
until three days before his death, when 
his condition became quite serious. He 
was given the best medical attention and 
nursing possible, but his condition became 
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more critical and he was taken to the 


Mary M. Packer Hospital at Sunbury, 

Pa., where he passed away at 3.10 A. M.- 9 ~*~ 
the next day, May 14. Septic poison and ~~ 
other complications caused his death, He 


was aged 54 years, 2 months and 4 days. 
Daniel Garfield Yocum was born March ~ 
10, 1881, at the Yocum homestead in 
Jackson Township, Northumberland Coun- 
ty, Pa. In his early days he attended the — 
township schools and later attended the 
Freeburg Academy. For 21 years he taught 
in the publie schools of the lower end of — 
Northumberland County, after which he 
took a course in undertaking and embalm- 
ing. Upon the completion of this cow 
he conducted a funeral service at Da 
matia. About 17 years ago he became 
rural mail carrier, serving the large Dal- 
matia Rural Route, where he made and 
retained a host of friends. He was united A ; 
-in marriage at Dalmatia to Clara Engle, — 
Dec. 29, 1917. if 
Elder Yocum had been a member of the > c- 
Evangelical denomination until about 13 
years ago, when he transferred his mem- 
bership to Trinity Reformed Church,’ Dal- — 
matia, and about 5 years ago he became 
an elder, which office he served faithfully. iz 
He was likewise a competent leader and 
teacher in the Dalmatia Union Sun 
School, having taught the Ladies’ 
Class for 28 years. Fraternally he w 
member of Herndon Lodge, No. 702, 
and A. M.; Poloris Lodge, No. 765, Ts Oo. 
One ot Herndon; and the Modern oot: 
men and the Grand Fraternity of Da 
matia. Surviving are his widow, one | 
son, 3 brothers and 3 sisters. ; 
Very largely attended funeral sere 
were held from his late home in Dalmatia 
May 16, followed by services in the Dal. 
matia Lutheran and Reformed Chureh. 
The services were in charge of his pastor, — / 
Rev. John C. Brumbach, assisted by Rev. | 
W. E. Wagner. Rev. Al A, Winter, D.D., 
Supt. of the Old Folks’ Home and Orph 
age of the Evangelical Church at Le 
burg, Pa., and a close friend of mar 
years, offered prayer. Herndon Lodg 
and A. M., attended the funeral in a 
and performed the burial service o 
order. Temporary burial was made 
I. O. O. F. Cemetery receiving va 
Shamokin, Pa. Fi 
“Servant of God, well done! q 
Thy glorious warfare’s past; 
The battle’s fought, the race i: 
And thou art crowned 
ay 


